MINUTES OF THE
NAPA COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY PANEL
REGULAR MEETING


Wednesday, June 26, 2013
5:30 p.m.

I.

Call to Order; Roll Call.
The Napa County Technical Advisory Panel met during regular session on
Wednesday, June 26, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:
Chairperson Dennis Rinehart; Tony Norris; Chris Craiker; Vice-Chairperson
Rolf Ohlemutz; Chip Bouril; Bob Zlomke; Bill Bennett; and Barbara Stafford.
Dennis Scherzinger was excused.

II.

Public Comment.
None.

III.

Approve Minutes of the May 29, 2013 Regular Meeting.
Minutes approved.
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Review of the Westside Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan and
Adoption Recommendation to the Flood Board.
Phil Miller, District Engineer, noted the TAP was previously asked to review the
Executive Summary of the Westside IRWM Plan prior to today’s meeting. Staff
will be requesting adoption of the Plan to the Flood Board and Board of Supervisors
to ensure the County and District would be eligible to receive Prop 84 funding from
the State’s Department of Water Resources (DWR) for watershed improvement
projects in the Putah Creek watershed. The TAP is being requested to recommend
adoption of the Plan to the Flood Board, as part of the TAP’s charge is to advise the
Flood Board on regional planning manners. Jeff Sharp, Principal Planner-Natural
Resources Conservation, Public Works, presented a PowerPoint presentation on the
Plan. The IWRM process started in 2002 with Prop 50, which disperses bond
money for projects related to water resources and the environment. Prop 84, which
came out in 2006, allocated $1 billion across the State and is broken out into funding
regions and will be dispersed in three rounds of funding with the first round already
taken place, the second round in progress and the third round to disperse the most
money available. Preparation for the Plan has been a two-year process that
included 700 stakeholders and several meetings. The content of the Plan was
revised through these meetings, and the Plan was edited as it moved forward. There
was a 30-day public comment period that garnered few responses. Mr. Sharp
referenced the Executive Summary of the final Plan included in the agenda packet
and touched on what is included in the Plan, the adoption schedule and Plan
implementation. The County expects to hear results on their Round 2 grant
submittal for $2 million in August/September for projects in the resort districts
around Lake Berryessa. Round 3 proposals are scheduled to come out about a year
from now. The item was opened for discussion. The TAP approved the
recommendation to the Flood Board that the District adopt the Westside IRWM

Napa County Technical Advisory Panel Regular Meeting Minutes
June 26, 2013
Page 2

Item IV…Continued
Plan to facilitate regional coordination and cooperation and attainment of current
and future State IRWM Program funding.
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V.

Update on Final Napa River Dry Bypass Plans.
Phil Miller, District Engineer, reported $16.6 million has been allocated in the
Corps’ current workplan to construct the Bypass. The Corps has indicated the
project could go out to bid this fall with construction to begin next spring. Andrew
Butler, Associate Civil Engineer, went over selected plan sheets in the agenda
packet. Some of the changes that have come into play since the TAP last saw the
100% plans in 2011 were the result of coordination with the resource agencies,
which included California Fish and Wildlife, federal agencies and the San Francisco
Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board. Sheet C-101 shows the addition of a
permanent sheet pile wall that extends from the western end of kayak launch to the
east side of the Bypass, which eliminates much of the rock that would have extended
further out into the channel, and it provides scour protection for that portion of the
outlet. A jetty feature will be built at China Point to help separate the creek channel
from the river channel with rootwads extended on the Napa Creek side. Sheet
C-102 also shows the addition of a permanent sheet pile wall at the toe of bank for
the entire length of the Bypass and reduces the use of rock. The proposed kayak
launch for the upstream site has been removed, which was a major contributor of
rock extending into the channel and was a big concern of the resource agencies. A
kayak launch is still planned for the outlet site. Sheet C-103 didn’t have too many
changes other than the removal of a future trail adjacent to a maintenance road
near the Westin Verasa due to problems with bank stabilization; however, there will
be a connecting trail below the floodwall that will come up from the Bypass to meet
the trail by Verasa, which is planned for the Oxbow floodwalls contract. Sheet C111 shows a zoomed-in shot of the energy dissipater, and sheets C-114 and C-115
show extra detail of the inlet and outlet of the Bypass. Mr. Miller stated the Corps
estimated the Bypass could be constructed for $16.6 million at the time they put
their workplan together. Mr. Butler added the Corps’ previous estimate of $23
million included costs for construction oversight, design during construction and
other elements that weren’t included in the $16.6 estimate, but Mr. Miller reiterated
the Corps stated they can execute the project completely with the funds that were
authorized.

VI.

Agenda Items for Future Meetings.
Member Norris asked if there could be an update on the sequencing of the
floodwalls on the east side of the Napa River south of Third Street. Member
Stafford added she would be interested in an update on the floodwalls north of the
Bypass to Lincoln Avenue and beyond.
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VII.

General Comments from the Panel. (This is an opportunity for Panel members to
informally discuss items and ask questions.)
Member Stafford suggested having agendas for site visits in order to minimize
digressions and make better use of time. Member Stafford also commented on the
incongruent fencing at the south end of the Coombs Street Pedestrian Bridge where
there is a black barrier across the sidewalk and thereon and then a six-foot chain
link fence that connects to the fence on top of the retaining wall. Rick Thomasser,
Watershed and Flood Control Operations Manager, mentioned the District is
coordinating with the City of Napa to have a ribbon cutting ceremony or similar
acknowledgement celebrating the completion of the Napa Creek Project and an
announcement is forthcoming.

VIII.

Confirm Next Meeting Date of July 31, 2013.
Meeting date confirmed.

IX.

Adjourn.
Adjourned to the next Regular Meeting of the Technical Advisory Panel on
Wednesday, July 31, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Flood
District Conference Room.
DENNIS RINEHART
Chairperson

ATTEST:
PHIL MILLER
Secretary

By:

GREG MORGAN
Supervising Office Assistant

KEY
BB = Bill Bennett; CB = Chip Bouril; CC = Chris Craiker; TN = Tony Norris; RO = Rolf Ohlemutz;
DR = Dennis Rinehart; DS = Dennis Scherzinger; BS = Barbara Stafford; BZ = Bob Zlomke
Notations under Vote: N = No; X = Excused; A = Abstained
Vote:

