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The hard work and diligence
of the winegrape industry
and governmental agencies
in battling European
Grapevine Moth (EGVM)
paid off with a total of zero
moths trapped this year.
Subsequently, Napa County
achieved its first significant
EGVM quarantine reduction
with the release of 12,500
farmed acres from
regulation. The Ag
Commissioner’s Office offers
kudos to all participants in
the program. The following
report will provide you with
information on 2014 trapping
results, treatment focus, and
the activities related to the
enforcement of the
quarantine requirements.
Detection Trapping and
Treatment

Renewal season will
begin on Monday,
December 1, 2014.

Please call our office at
(707) 253-4357
to schedule an
appointment.

In order to begin the
quarantine deregulation
process, our department
continued, as in 2013,
trapping at the Technical
Working Group (TWG)
recommended density of
100 traps per square mile,
compared to 25/square mile
in 2012. During the 2014
season, 22 county insect
trappers deployed and
continuously monitored
more than 11,600 EGVM
detection traps in
commercial vineyards and
urban areas, and no moths
were found throughout the
entire season.

Meanwhile, the California
Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA)
conducted pesticide
treatments or flower/fruit
removal in residential and
wild grapevines within a 500
meter radius of 2012 and
2013 EGVM finds. In
addition, mating disruption
(MD) dispensers were
deployed in residential
settings associated with
2013 finds. These activities
are paramount in helping to
reduce the opportunity for
EGVM to find islands of
refuge among landscaping
and naturally occurring
hosts.
Our office identified
approximately 3,300
commercial vineyard acres
within 500 meters of EGVM
trapped in 2012 and 2013.
Throughout the first two
flights of the EGVM life
cycle, the 92 operators of
these prioritized sites
applied pesticide treatments
targeted against the moth,
and we subsequently
received use reports for
100% of these sites.
Provided free by the Ag
Commissioner’s Office,
Isomate MD dispensers
were placed on
approximately 1,900 acres
within 500 meters of a 2013
moth find – primarily in the
Greenfield Road and Conn
Creek Road areas.

This year, the Ag
Commissioner’s Office also
conducted on-site verifications
of chemical applications
targeting EGVM. Ag/Weights
& Measures Inspectors
contacted growers ahead of
time to schedule the treatment
verification visits. Staff
worked around the growers’
schedules to visually observe
the applications, which were
often made in the evenings
(as late as midnight), early
morning hours, and on
Saturdays. Treatments
performed on over 98% of the
128 sites were verified in this
manner. Through direct
communication and pesticide
use reporting, we were further
able to verify treatments made
on all sites. Our office is very
appreciative of grower
cooperation and the great
success of the verification
program. These efforts further
highlight the diligence and
collaborative nature of the
industry in its goal to eradicate
EGVM in Napa County.
(Article continued on page 2)
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European Grapevine Moth Program Update
(Article continued from page 1)

In Napa County, zero moths were
trapped during the 2014 trapping
season compared to 40 moths in
2013, 77 moths in 2012, 111 moths in
2011 and over 100,000 moths in 2010.
Subsequently, Napa County achieved
its first significant EGVM quarantine
reduction with the release of 12,500
farmed acres from regulation.

For the latest information about EGVM
and the quarantine reduction please
visit the Napa County Ag
Commissioner’s web site at:
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommis
sioner/EGM/

“Quarantine Compliance
Three meetings were held in
February 2014 to inform growers of
the EGVM program for the coming
year. Targeted meetings were also
held in August to review quarantine
and sanitation requirements for the
harvest season with growers
whose vineyards were located
within 500 meters of 2013 EGVM
finds. The importance of sanitation
of all harvest equipment, including
mechanical harvesters, was
stressed, with the goal of mitigating
the potential for the spread of
EGVM life stages.
Shortly after the August meetings,
CDFA and USDA granted a
reduction of the quarantine
boundary in Napa County.
Approximately 12,500 acres on 348
sites – primarily located in the
Carneros, Mt. Veeder, south
county, and east county regions –
were released from the EGVM
quarantine zone. 45 receivers –
mostly wineries and custom crush
facilities – are now also found
outside the new quarantine zone.
We conducted outreach through
direct e-mails to compliance
agreement holders and through emails blasts by industry groups to
notify industry of the changes. You
can access an overview map of the
quarantine boundary changes, as
well as an interactive map, at our
EGVM webpage,
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCo
mmissioner/EGM/.
Similar to previous years,
inspectors were sent out during
harvest to verify that the
requirements set forth in the EGVM
compliance agreements were being

met. Nearly 100 inspections were
conducted randomly during
harvest season at vineyards and
wineries. General cleanliness,
tarping and slack-fill requirements,
and prioritizing the processing of
quarantined shipments were
emphasized during inspections.
Growers removing vineyards this
fall and winter must remember
that stakes and end posts (or
other growing equipment) must be
stored on the property no less
than 60 feet away from any EGVM
host material for a minimum of
nine months before they can be
removed, according to quarantine
requirements. Growers can bring
such equipment directly to an
approved landfill facility located
within the quarantine area. For
growers who will not burn the
removed vines on site, movement
of the material must comply with
green waste handling
requirements and be taken to the
landfill.
Great progress has been made in
Napa County to eradicate EGVM,
as illustrated by the fact that no
moths were trapped in 2014. In
addition, only one moth was
trapped in the entire state
(Sonoma County) during 2014.
The Technical Working Group met
in late October to begin working
on recommendations for the
continued course of action for
2015. We will keep the industry
informed of the 2015 game plan
as it is finalized. By following
recommended treatments and the
requirements outlined in the
compliance agreements, we can
continue to shrink the quarantined
areas and eventually meet the
goal of eradication.
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DEMYSTIFYING THE PRIVATE APPLICATOR CERTIFICATE
Over the years, our office has often been asked, “What is
a Private Applicator Certificate?” There are lots of ideas
floating around out there about its purpose. Some folks
believe that a Private Applicator Certificate (PAC) is
required to perform pesticide applications for hire. Some
believe that it is necessary for training employees to use
pesticides. And still others think that it is needed to buy
and use pesticides for the growing season. Let us clarify
the PAC issues.
A private applicator is defined in Title 3, California Code of
Regulations, Section 6000, as an individual who uses or
supervises the use of a pesticide for the purpose of
producing an agricultural commodity on property owned,
leased, or rented by that individual or the employer.
While the PAC was created for these types of growers, it is
not required in every case. For example, if you are the
owner/lessee of a property and you apply non-restricted
pesticides yourself, you are exempt from having to obtain
a PAC. However, private applicators who use California or
Federally Restricted Materials must have, at a minimum, a
Private Applicator Certificate. It is also important to note,
according to 3CCR Section 6724, that employees who
handle pesticides must be trained annually by a qualified
trainer. The PAC allows private applicators to train and
supervise employees in the safe use of pesticides.
Growers who possess a Qualified Applicators Certificate
(QAC) or a Qualified Applicators License (QAL) also meet
these requirements.

The PAC is acquired through a written examination
process designed to evaluate the knowledge and abilities
of a private applicator. The exam can be taken at no
charge at your local Agricultural Commissioner’s Office,
and the PAC may be renewed every three years by either
retaking the exam or obtaining sufficient continuing
education hours.
Finally, as the producer of an agricultural commodity, the
PAC is not a Pest Control Business (PCB) license, nor
does it serve the purpose of an operator identification
number or a restricted materials permit. Growers are
required to obtain an operator ID or a permit from the Ag
Commissioner’s Office annually prior to buying or using
pesticides. A copy of the operator ID/permit is then
provided by the grower to the pesticide dealer in order to
purchase pesticides for use in production agriculture.
A person or business that performs pest control for hire,
including, but not limited to, advertising, soliciting, or
operating as a pest control business, must possess a pest
control business license from the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation (DPR), carry appropriate insurance
coverage, and register in each county where work is
performed. Pest control businesses must also employ a
Qualified Applicator Licensee to supervise the operation.
For additional information on becoming a pest control
business, please visit the DPR website at
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/liccert.htm
This article serves as a synopsis of the key issues
regarding private applicator certificates and the
requirements necessary for a pest control business to
operate. As always, the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
can provide direction and advice to help individuals and
businesses comply with the detailed requirements of these
regulations.
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Napa Local Food Website Launched
The Agricultural Commissioner’s Office and the Napa
County Local Food Advisory Council are pleased to
announce the release of our new Napa Local Food
website, www.napalocalfood.com. The new site – three
years in the making – provides extensive content
pertaining to the local food issues in our community.
Our goal with this new site is to provide community
members with a portal to all things “local food” in Napa
County. Perhaps you are interested in finding local
farmers, farm stands, a Community Supported Agriculture
business, or a market that sells locally produced
food. Maybe you are searching for information about
current agricultural, environmental, or sustainability issues. Have you wondered how you can get involved in
local food banks, community gardens, culinary programs, or food sharing groups? The new website is your
one-stop-shop for local food and will hopefully help you nurture a more sustainable food system in Napa
County.
We hope you find the Napa Local Food website informative and easy to use. The site will continue to evolve,
introducing new content and enhancements as time goes on, so please visit us regularly to stay connected in
Napa County!

PESTICIDE ENFORCEMENT - PESTICIDE USE VIOLATIONS
ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES IN NAPA COUNTY IN 2014
BUSINESS TYPE
Grower
Ag Pest Control Business

VIOLATION TYPE
Pesticide Handler Training/ Eyewash Immediately
Available/ Emergency Medical Care
Pesticide Label Violations/ Emergency Medical Care

FINE
AMOUNT
$2,850.00
$1,000.00
Pending

NUMBERS OF COMPLIANCE ACTIONS ISSUED BY TYPE IN NAPA COUNTY IN 2013
Pesticide Use Reporting
Respiratory Protection Program
Pesticide Handler Training
Emergency Medical Care
Pest Control Business Reg./Licensing
Personal Protective Equipment
Pesticide Label Violation
Decontamination Facility
Equipment Identification
Eyewash Immediately Available

27
11
10
8
7
6
6
4
3
3

Service Container Labeling
Equipment Registered - PCB
Notice of Applications
Pesticide Label Availability
Proper Pesticide Storage
Protection of Persons/Animals/Property
Backflow Prevention
FLC Registration/Licensing
Pesticide Containers Rinsed
Proper Pesticide Transport

3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
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Glassy-winged Sharpshooter Program Update 2014
Glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) continues to threaten
Napa County winegrape production. With all the attention
given to the European Grapevine Moth recently, it might be
easy to lose focus on the potential threat posed by GWSS, an
important vector of Pierce’s Disease. The Ag Commissioner’s
Office is maintaining a strong program to exclude GWSS,
including plant shipment inspections at nurseries and
landscape sites, detection trapping, and public outreach.
Department staff members inspect all plants that are shipped
into the county, whether or not they are from areas of southern
California known to be infested with GWSS, since shipping
nurseries in northern California often obtain plants from
GWSS-infested areas. Each year, more than 2,000 plant
shipments are inspected.
In May, Napa County inspectors discovered two Glassywinged sharpshooter (GWSS) egg masses on crape myrtle
trees during a plant shipment inspection at a local plant
retailer. The egg masses were determined to be viable by an
entomologist at the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) lab in Sacramento. Staff from CDFA’s
Pierce’s Disease Control Program began an investigation and
found that a San Diego County shipping nursery had sent
plants to 38 different plant retailers located in 18 Northern
California and San Joaquin Valley counties that are not known
to have GWSS infestations.

Grapegrowers are reminded to contact
our office for an inspection when they
receive shipments of green growing
grapevines for planting.

Napa County wrote a Notice of Rejection for all of the
plants delivered. The entire load of plants, including
18 crape myrtles, were picked up by the shipping
nursery and returned to San Diego County. Viable egg
masses were discovered on crape myrtles delivered to
three other counties by the same nursery, and a total of
seven Notices of Rejection were written by those
counties. Regulatory action is pending against the
shipping nursery following the completion of an
investigation by the San Diego County Ag
Commissioner’s Office, and referral of the case to the
San Diego County District Attorney is a possibility.
Ongoing infestations of GWSS in Tulare and Santa
Clara counties, as well as a recent find of a single adult
GWSS in a trap in Fremont, highlight the fact that
GWSS is on the move in California and continues to
threaten winegrape productivity, especially in Napa
County.
Our GWSS exclusion and detection programs, as well
as the community’s ongoing support, have been
critically important in keeping GWSS out of Napa
County since the program began in 2000. We continue
to ask residents and landscape contractors to purchase
their plants in Napa County. Grapegrowers are also
reminded to contact our office for an inspection when
they receive shipments of green growing grapevines for
planting. Maintaining a good working relationship with
local nurseries, landscape contractors, CDFA, and the
Southern California shipping nurseries is the key to
keeping GWSS out of Napa County.

California’s pesticide use
reporting system is
generally recognized as
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BUYING COMMERCIAL SCALES ON THE INTERNET
The internet provides many options to our buying decisions. More and more consumers are turning to the internet
for convenience and often lower prices. However, this can be a risky proposition when buying a scale, especially if
the scale does not meet California regulatory requirements. Purchasing a scale online that is not legal for use in the
state may not only be a waste of money, but it may adversely affect business operations and profits. This article is
meant to help you identify red flags and avoid some of the pitfalls if you are considering an internet purchase of a
commercial scale.
California requires NTEP (National Type Evaluation Program) or CTEP (California Type Evaluation Program)
certification for new scales that will be used in buying or selling. The NTEP and CTEP certificates provide
confidence that the model meets regulatory standards for design and performance. When shopping online, you will
see the NTEP or CTEP name, logo, and often the phrase, “Legal for Trade”, but unfortunately things are not always
as they seem.

The NTEP and CTEP names and logos are trademarked, but less reputable vendors have been identified using
them without the license and using them in misleading or deceptive ways. Fortunately, there are steps you can take
to protect yourself in your purchase decision.

California Type Evaluation Program
Certificate of Approval
Do you know who you are buying from? Look on the website for the business name, a physical address, phone
number, and email address. A business that values its reputation and wants return business will eagerly provide its
identity and contact information
Does the ad claim that the scale is NTEP or CTEP certified? If you do not see the NTEP or CTEP logo, do not
buy it. Even if the ad says it is NTEP or CTEP certified, you need to verify it.
Does the ad identify the manufacturer, model, and NTEP or CTEP certificate number? Many scales are sold
as a single instrument, similar to what you see on the deli counter of your local grocery store. Other scales are
advertised and sold as individual components which make up a complete scale. In this case, each of the
components must have its own certificate number, and this is where deception can occur. The NTEP or CTEP logo
placed in an ad would imply that the system is certified when, in reality, one or more components might not be.
Look up the NTEP or CTEP certificate. Searchable databases are available on their respective websites. The
NTEP database is located at http://www.ncwm.net/ntep/cert_search. The CTEP database is located at
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms/programs/ctep/ctep.html. You can download the actual certificates. Many certificates
even have pictures for comparison to what you see in the advertisement. The certificate will describe whether it
applies to a component - such as an indicator, a platform, or the load cells - or if it applies to a complete scale.
What does the phrase “Legal for Trade” mean? This phrase is often misused, even by many reputable dealers.
No scale is legal for trade until the regulatory authority says it is legal for trade. NTEP and CTEP certification
provides some assurance that it is manufactured to meet national standards, but there are other factors - such as
suitability, proper installation, and accuracy - that the inspector must consider before approving the device for use in
your business. Is the internet vendor helpful to you in understanding these other factors before selling you a “Legal
for Trade” scale?
(Article continued on page 7)
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(Article continued from page 6)

When comparing prices, consider the big picture. NTEP and CTEP certification is merely the “bare-bones”
minimum standard. Anything less is not considered legal for commerce in California. Maybe “bare-bones” is all
you need, but do not assume all things NTEP or CTEP are created equal. Some scales are of higher quality than
others, and many have value added features that might help your business. Consider whether the internet vendor
has an authorized local dealer who knows the legal requirements, can properly install and calibrate the scale, and
will be there for you after the sale.
If you were to purchase a scale on the internet, there is often no guarantee that the scale will arrive in an accurate
condition. When the scale does not pass accuracy standards, it will be placed “Out of Order” until repaired. This
situation will require you either to have a Registered Service Agency re-calibrate the scale or to ship a very heavy
scale, accruing addition cost, back to the supplier. In California, agents from a Registered Service Agency are the
only legal avenue to repair “commercial” devices. These Registered Service Agents take a written test pertaining to
placing “Legal for Trade” devices into service, and they must obtain a license as proof that they are proficient in
understanding the requirements for such devices. Purchasing a scale from a Registered Service Agency could
prevent issues that you might experience with buying one on the internet.
If in doubt, contact our office at (707)944-8714 before you buy. We will not tell you what to buy, but we can tell you
what not to buy. We maintain and make available a list of California Registered Service Agencies. It is an
important purchase, so buy wisely!

2014 CROP REPORT COVER ART CONTEST
2013 marked the tenth year of the Napa County Agricultural Crop Report cover art contest. Sunrise Montessori 6
grader Josh Coffman won first prize ($250) for his acrylic painting, “Mustard Sunrise.”

th

Destiny Rawdon, a senior at New Technology High
School, was the second prize winner ($150). She also
submitted an acrylic painting, and it was entitled,
“Grazing by the Vineyard.”
New Technology High School freshman Grace Murphy
took third place ($100) with her colored penciled
drawing, “Bounty of Nature.”

2013 Winner “Mustard Sunrise” by Josh Coffman

For this year’s contest, we are asking Napa County
students in grades 6 thru 12 to submit reproducible
artwork (photo, drawing, painting, collage, etc.) for
judging. The submission must depict the theme of
“agriculture in Napa County, highlighting the increasing
diversity of food crops being grown and sold locally.”
The top three entries will be awarded monetary prizes –
$250 for first, $150 for second, and $100 for third – and
the first place piece will grace the cover of the 2014 crop
report. By promoting this contest, we want to provide
teachers with the means to include agriculture in their
daily curriculum.

This year’s contest deadline to submit all artwork to the Ag Commissioner’s Office is 5 PM, January 9, 2015. For
more specific information concerning the contest rules, refer to the contest fliers distributed to the schools, contact
the Ag Commissioner’s Office at (707)253-4357, or call the Farm Bureau’s “Ag in the Classroom” program at
(707)224-5403.
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SENTINEL TRAPPING PROGRAM
This year, the Ag Commissioner’s Office
launched a proactive “sentinel” trapping
program to detect the presence of
winegrape pests not known to occur in
Napa County. The project was funded
by assessments collected from growers
through the Napa County Winegrape
Pest and Disease Control District
(NCWPDCD). The intent is to detect
any new pests at low population levels
before they become widespread and,
therefore, more difficult and costly to
eradicate. Since 2010, growers in Napa
County alone have spent an estimated
$46 million in treatment and quarantine
costs in the European grapevine moth
(EGVM) eradication effort, with a similar
amount expended by federal, state, and
county departments of agriculture.

United States and has been detected in
Colorado.

Honeydew Moth
Traps and specific lures for the four
moths were deployed at one trap per
square mile throughout Napa County
vineyards this summer. According to
CDFA officials, had EGVM been trapped
at this relatively low density, it would
have been discovered before the
infestation became as widespread as it
was determined to be in 2010. No
detections of any of the selected moths
resulted during this year’s trapping
season. There were a few incidences
when traps caught similar looking moths
to the target species, but specimens
were sent to the CDFA lab for analysis
and identified as common native moths.

Grape Tortrix Moth
By consulting with California
Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA), United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), and international
authorities on grape pests, and by
reviewing such documents as the
Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey
(CAPS) for grapes, four potential moth
pests were selected for the program.
They are: Grape Tortrix Moth
(Argyrotaenia ljungiana) , Honeydew
Moth (Cryptoblabes gnidiella),
European Grape Berry Moth (Eupoecilia
ambiguella), and Grape Berry Moth
(Paralobesia viteana). The first three
moths listed are found in Europe and
are not known to occur in the United
States, while the Grape Berry Moth is
established on the east coast of the

detected in 41 states; it is widespread
in Southern California, with more
recent detections in Sutter, Butte, and
Sacramento counties. So far, BMSB
has not been detected in Napa County,
though the traps are not known to be
very effective in attracting the pest at
any great distances.

Grape Berry Moth
Traps were deployed for one additional
pest this year, the olive moth (Prays
oleae), which is not known to exist in
the United States. The Ag
Commissioner’s Office funded this
project, and a select number of traps
were placed in commercial olive groves
and along driveways to estates and
wineries. We have not detected any of
these moths this year.
We will analyze trapping program
results at year end and work with the
NCWPDCD board to determine if the
sentinel program will be continued and
improved to prevent the introduction
and distribution of invasive winegrape
pests in Napa County. Stay tuned.

European Grape Berry Moth
A brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB)
trapping program was also initiated this
year at potential introductory sites such
as moving and storage facilities, select
high profile wineries that receive a lot of
visitors, campgrounds, and RV parks.
This project was also funded by the Pest
District. BMSB is a potential serious
pest of winegrapes as well as a wide
variety of fruits, vegetables and
ornamental plants. BMSB has been

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug
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Sudden Oak Death Update:
Putting A Positive Spin On The Drought
One beneficial result of the current drought, particularly in warm
climate areas such as Napa County, has been a dramatic
reduction in the spread of the pathogen that causes Sudden Oak
Death. Phytophthora ramorum, a fungus-like organism, relies
upon persistent moisture on bay laurel tree leaves to aid in
reproducing the spores that are dispersed by wind-driven rain to
infect nearby host trees (in our area, black and live oaks).
The UC Berkeley Forest Pathology Lab conducted its annual
“Sudden Oak Death Blitz” in the spring of 2014 to survey suspect
infected trees and to analyze the samples collected. No new
SOD-infected trees were discovered in Napa County this year –
the same result as in 2013. In contrast, 39 new sites with
infected trees were recorded during the 2011 and 2012 Napa Blitz events. The evidence obtained from this and
many other research projects has confirmed the fact that SOD spreads more rapidly during wetter than normal
years – and not much at all during dry/drought periods in warmer areas.
In other news, as an alternative to the traditional product Agri-fos® (Agrichem) in the fight to suppress SOD, the
systemic fungicide Reliant® (Quest Products Corp.) is now labelled for use on oak trees to control P. ramorum.
Both products require annual applications and the addition of the surfactant Pentra-Bark® (Quest) to be effective.
Though not considered practical to apply in a typical forest setting, these treatments can prove invaluable in saving
your prized landscape oaks surrounding your home.

Vine Mealybug Program Update
Work on assessing and managing the
spread of vine mealybug (VMB)
continues, utilizing assessments
collected from growers through the
Napa County Winegrape Pest and
Disease Control District and with
funding from the Ag Commissioner’s
Office. VMB program activities
include trapping, release of parasitic
Anagyrus wasps in areas of known or
suspected VMB infestations, and
education and outreach.
After two years of trapping for VMB at
a higher density – 25 traps per
square mile in commercial vineyards –
we now have a better understanding
of the geographic distribution of VMB
in Napa County.
Overview maps showing 2012 and
2013 VMB trapping data for different
regions of Napa County can be found
on our website,
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCom
missioner/VMB/. Specific 2013

Trap data indicates that VMB has
spread in the Coombsville area, South
and North Napa, and in Gordon
Valley. The good news is that there
are large areas between Napa and
Calistoga that remain free of VMB.
Informal grower groups are working
together in various parts of the county
to share infestation information and
cooperate on the timing of insecticide
treatments, deployment of mating
disruption, and release of parasites.

Adult female vine mealybugs

trapping data was e-mailed to growers
earlier this year indicating locations of
VMB traps and numbers of males
caught in their vineyards. Hopefully
this data will help growers to pinpoint
infestations in their vineyards or where
the spread of the pest is occurring and
aid them in controlling VMB.

For the second year in a row, the Pest
District has funded a pilot Anagyrus
wasp release program in an attempt
to begin establishing the parasite
throughout the county. This year,
based on 2012 and 2013 trapping
data, we released 140,000 wasps at
140 different locations in June and
July in commercial vineyards where
more than 15 VMB males were
trapped.
(Article continued on page 10)
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Vine Mealybug Program Update
(Article continued from page 9)

The release of these wasps, along
with ant control, mating disruption,
and carefully timed pesticide
applications, is an important part of
an
overall IPM strategy to control the
VMB. Anagyrus wasps are active
late in the growing season and can
reduce VMB populations before the
pest begins to move to the lower part
of the vine, and, to a limited extent,
they can parasitize VMB when it is
located under the bark where
chemicals cannot penetrate.
In an effort to confirm and validate
the wasp release efficacy, our office
conducted field surveys in October of
this year to locate parasitized VMB
early instars (mummies) in waspreleased properties and in adjacent
vineyards where there were no 2014
releases. VMB mummies were
found in vineyards with 2014

releases and in adjacent vineyards
with no 2014 releases. Mummies were
also discovered at sites that only had
2013 releases. These findings suggest
that natural spread of the introduced
wasps is occurring.
In 2014, our traps were once again

VMB parasitic wasp at work

deployed in late August and
removed in late October. Following
the protocol of previous years, the
traps were serviced and baited as
required. Over the winter, we will
inspect all of the traps and plot the
information on maps. We will
subsequently make this information
available to growers.
We are planning a Pest Districtsponsored VMB seminar for early
2015 to review VMB biology, control
strategies, and the results of the
2014 trapping season. We are also
considering inviting a panel of
growers to discuss their strategies
for VMB control. For valuable
information about VMB, visit UCCE
Viticulture Farm Advisor Monica
Cooper’s web page,
http://cenapa.ucanr.edu/Napa_Coun
ty_Programs/Viticulture/Vine_Mealy
bug/

Continuing Education Classes

SPANISH-LANGUAGE CLASSES:
-- 9:00 to 11:00 AM --

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE CLASSES:
-- 1:30 to 3:30 PM --

Martes, Diciembre 9, 2014
 Protección de las fuentes de agua
 Enfermedad de Pierce/ Identificación de
La chicharrita de las alas cristalinas

Tuesday, December 9, 2014
 Protecting Water Sources
 Pierce’s Disease/Sharpshooter ID

Miércoles, Enero 21, 2015
 Actualizaciones sobre EGVM/VMB
 Requisitos en la inspección de Records

Wednesday, January 21, 2015
 EGVM/VMB Update
 Requirements of a
Headquarter/Record Inspection
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