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Renewal season will
begin on Monday,
November 30, 2015.

Please call our office at
(707) 253-4357
to schedule an
appointment.

The hard work and diligence of the Napa
County winegrape industry and
governmental agencies in battling
European Grapevine Moth (EGVM)
continues to pay off with a total of zero
moths trapped for a second year in a
row. We saw great cooperation this year
from growers concerning both
treatments and compliance with
quarantine regulations. Eradication of
EGVM is on the horizon.
For 2015, traps were deployed at 100
per square mile in vineyard areas and 25
per square mile in urban areas. 23
county insect trappers deployed and
continuously monitored more than
11,600 EGVM detection traps. Grower
cooperation allowing access to
properties is greatly appreciated and has
contributed to the effectiveness of the
trapping program.
For a second year, Napa County
Agricultural Commissioner staff
inspected vineyards to verify grower
treatments, this year at 93 sites within
500 meters of 2013 EGVM finds.
Verification on 1,900 acres was
conducted on winegrapes and olives
during the first and second flights of the
insect. Regarding scheduled
applications, visual verifications were
completed on 93% and 84% of each
flight, respectively. Through contacts
with growers (for applications not
witnessed), we are confident that all
treatments were conducted as planned.
Meanwhile, the California Department of
Food and Agriculture (CDFA) conducted
either pesticide treatments or flower/fruit
removal on residential and wild
grapevines within 500 meters of 2013
finds.

During harvest, Ag Commissioner
inspectors visited wineries and vineyards
sites assessing compliance with
quarantine restrictions. General
equipment cleanliness, tarping and
slack-fill requirements, and prioritizing
the processing of quarantined shipments
were emphasized during inspections.
Inspections for all EGVM lifestages on
nursery stock have been ongoing at
retail nurseries as well.
Growers removing vineyards this fall and
winter must remember that stakes and
end posts (or other growing equipment)
must be stored on the property no less
than 60 feet away from any EGVM host
material for a minimum of nine months
before they can be removed, according
to quarantine requirements. Growers
can then bring such equipment directly
to an approved landfill facility located
within the quarantine area. For growers
who will not burn the removed vines on
site, movement of the material must
comply with green waste handling
requirements and be taken to the landfill.
(Article continued on page 2)
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European Grapevine Moth Program Update
In Napa County, zero moths were trapped
during the 2015 and 2014 trapping
seasons compared to 40 moths in 2013,
77 moths in 2012, 111 moths in 2011 and
over 100,000 moths in 2010.
In August 2014, Napa County achieved
its first significant EGVM quarantine
reduction with the release of 12,500
farmed acres from regulation.

For the latest information about EGVM
and the quarantine reduction please
visit the Napa County Ag
Commissioner’s web site at:
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommis
sioner/EGM/

(Article continued from page 1)

If no moths are discovered
through the second flight of 2016,
the United States Department of
Agriculture will consider lifting the
EGVM quarantine from areas still
under restrictions in Napa and
Sonoma counties and then deem
the pest eradicated. A posteradication plan is being
developed to address future
trapping densities, the response
to any new finds, and ongoing
education and outreach efforts.
We are proposing that surveying
for additional potential pests of
winegrapes be part of the plan to
discover threats early before
costly, widespread infestations
develop. The Winegrape Pest
and Disease Control District has
sponsored a “sentinel trapping
program” in 2014 and 2015

looking for four different moth
pests as well as the brown
marmorated stink bug. So far
there have been no detections of
those targeted pests.
The EGVM Technical Working
Group (TWG) met on November
2, 2015, to review this year’s
program and make
recommendations for future
actions. Once the new TWG
report is finalized, growers will be
advised via meetings or e-mail
blasts of 2016 program directions.
You can also follow us on
Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/NapaC
ountyAgCommissioner for updates
on this and all of our agriculture
and weights and measures
programs. Keep up the great
work!

Napa County Ag Commissioner’s staff worked around growers’
schedules to visually observe chemical applications targeting EGVM.
These applications were often made in the evenings (as late as
midnight), early morning hours, and on Saturdays.
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PESTICIDE ENFORCEMENT- PESTICIDE USE VIOLATION
ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES IN NAPA COUNTY IN 2015
BUSINESS TYPE

VIOLATION TYPE

Grower
Ag Pest Control Business
Grower
Maintenance Gardener

Pesticide Use Reports
Failure to Provide Notice of Application
Labeling Not Available at Use Site
Pest Control Business Registration

FINE
AMOUNT
$50
$1,000
$250
$50

Ag Pest Control Business

Emergency Medical Care Posting

$350

Ag/Structural Pest Control
Business
Ag Pest Control Business

Personal Protective Equipment, Service Container
Labeling, Proper Containers
Eyewash Immediately Available

$750
$300
pending

NUMBERS OF COMPLIANCE ACTIONS ISSUED BY TYPE IN NAPA COUNTY IN 2015
Pesticide Use Reporting
Respirator Protection Program
Emergency Medical Care Posting
Pesticide Label Violation
Personal Protective Equipment
Pesticide Handler Training
Pest Control Business Registration
Pesticide Labeling Availability
Equipment Registered
Equipment Identified
Service Container Labeling
Application Specific Info
Decontamination Facility

23
13
12
10
9
9
7
6
5
5
4
4
3

Eyewash Immediately Available
Hazard Communication
Container Labeled
Labeling: Site/Rate/Other
Coveralls “Warning/Danger”
Protection of Persons/Animals/Property
Backflow Prevention
Application Completion Records
Operator ID Obtained
Pesticide Use Reports Available
Emergency Medical Care Planned
Trainer Qualified
Container Secured

3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

COUNTDOWN TO RENEWAL SEASON!
Restricted Material Permit/Operator ID renewal season will begin November 30, 2015.
Please contact our office, or your inspector at (707)253-4357 to set up your appointment.
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Olive Fruit Fly Control Strategies
Olive fruit fly (OLFF) continues to be a challenge to local
olive growers who are trying to produce a quality crop of
olives for table use or oil. The following article is aimed at
assisting homeowners and commercial olive growers in
controlling OLFF populations in individual olive trees or
groves.

periods of freezing temperatures. Second, growers may
have become complacent in prior years due to low damage
levels, and applications of GF-120 NF Naturalyte Fruit Fly
Bait, historically the most popular and effective pesticide
registered for OLFF control, may not have been made early
or often enough during the season – or not at all!

First the bad news: it is highly unlikely that populations of
the destructive olive fruit fly will ever be completely
eradicated in California. The good news is that
commercial olive growers have learned and employed
effective methods to manage this pest and to produce
outstanding table olives and oil, and now everyone can
benefit from that knowledge and experience.
Native to eastern Africa, OLFF was first detected in
California (Los Angeles County) in 1998 and in Napa
County in 2001. Within a few years, it had spread
throughout the state. In our climate, it is capable of
producing three to four generations per year.
Unfortunately the spread of this pest was not significantly
controlled by native parasites or predators, and the
introduction of non-native parasites has met with limited
success. The lack of control measures performed in
unattended ornamental trees and abandoned orchards
also contributes to the problem.
OLFF does not affect the health of the olive tree – only the
quality of the fruit. Nor does it impact other fruits and
vegetables. The adult flies lay their eggs in maturing
olives (typically when they reach about 10 mm in
diameter), leaving visible “sting” marks on the fruit surface.
The eggs develop into larvae which consume the pulp and
allow the introduction of microorganisms that cause the
rot.
Olive growers in Napa, Sonoma, and Solano counties
have sustained significant crop losses during the 2013,
2014, and 2015 seasons due to high populations of olive
fruit fly. After experiencing several years of relatively
minor amounts of fruit damage, many growers and
homeowners have contacted the Napa County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office to report infestation levels as high
as 90%, producing unusable, rotten table and oil olives.
Olive growing experts have proposed a couple of possible
reasons to explain the recent local OLFF population
explosion and fruit damage. First, the Bay Area
experienced relatively mild winters during the last few
years, and the fly, which usually overwinters in the pupal
stage in the soil or in fruit stuck up in the tree, may not
have been affected as much in the absence of sustained

With GF-120, you should seriously consider making your
first applications in the spring, when the rainy season is
over and daytime temperatures start to warm up, to reduce
the number of flies. At the very latest, begin treating your
olive trees when the fruit reaches the size of a pea. You
should not expect to achieve much success if you wait until
late in the growing season to combat a potentially
overwhelming infestation. Applications should continue
right up to harvest time; a post-harvest spray is also
recommended where populations are unusually high – just
to knock down the number of flies that may otherwise
overwinter and emerge during the next season.
GF-120 is also more effective when techniques to minimize
evaporation are employed: prepare the solution with a
higher concentration of the bait to water (try a 1:3, GF
120:water, dilution); adjust your equipment to spray larger
droplet sizes (4-6 mm); apply the product every 7-14 days;
ensure that the “spot” spray applications penetrate to the
inner foliage on the north or east sides of the tree to reduce
exposure to the sun; and use the diluted solution within 24
hours. Refer to the main and supplemental pesticide labels
for more specific instructions.
There are several other products labeled and registered for
use on olives to control OLFF. Surround is a kaolin clay
formulation that coats the fruit and makes it inhospitable for
the fly to deposit its eggs inside; like GF-120, it is an
organically registered product. Danitol and Pyganic are
two additional conventional pesticide sprays available to
growers as alternative treatments.
(Article continued on page 5)
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Trapping is a useful method to determine the presence
and severity of an OLFF infestation; it is less effective
than the sprays if successful control is the object,
especially in larger orchards or where elevated
populations exist. Available devices range from
homemade “Olipe” traps (punctured plastic bottles
partially filled with a water and torula yeast mixture in
which the flies drown) to the commercially available
Magnet OL “attract and kill” trap with its combination of
food and pheromone lures and a pyrethroid
insecticide.
On a positive note, periodic communications with local
commercial growers and representatives from other
olive producing counties throughout the state have
revealed that growers who have been applying GF120 on a regular (ideally weekly or at least biweekly)
schedule have experienced satisfactory control of
OLFF. Some have also deployed the Magnet OL traps
in conjunction with spraying GF-120 to even greater
effect.
Sanitation can also play a role in reducing population
numbers, especially in isolated areas. After harvest,
remove any fruit hanging on the trees or on the ground
to minimize the number of OLFF that overwinter in the
soil and emerge as adult flies during the following
spring. That task may be complicated by interference
from understory ornamental plants and ground covers.

Encourage fellow olive growers as well as nearby
homeowners and businesses with fruiting ornamental
trees to join in the fight against OLFF. If so, we should
all enjoy more productive and economically beneficial
harvests in the future.
Incidentally, if you are not interested in harvesting the
fruit, and you want to avoid cleaning up the mess that
fallen olives create every year, here are some
suggestions. Consider spraying a product such as
Florel or Olive Stop when flowering occurs (usually
May) to inhibit the amount of fruit produced every year.
A blast of water on the blossoms may also prove
somewhat effective. If you are thinking about planting
new olive trees for aesthetic reasons, consider investing
in one of the several fruitless varieties that are readily
available to home and business owners.
Concerning all of the pesticides cited above, including
the flowering inhibitors, remember to follow all label
directions regarding application directions as well as
health and safety concerns; the label is the law! You
may want to consult with a licensed and registered
Pesticide Control Advisor about your particular
situation. Please contact the Napa County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office (707) 253-4357 for more
detailed information about OLFF identification, trapping,
and treatments.
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Changes to Personal Protective Equipment Requirements
On July 1, 2015, the California Department of Pesticide Regulations (CDPR) adopted amended regulations to
clarify and reorganize their personal protective equipment (PPE) requirements. DPR’s objective with these
regulatory changes is to reduce ambiguity and update California regulations to align with U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines and industry standards. The following is a brief synopsis of these changes:

Selection of Protective Eyewear. 3CCR 6738.2:
When pesticide label or regulation requires protective
eyewear (i.e. safety glasses, goggles or face shield), it must
bear a marking that shows it meets the requirements of the
American National Standard Institute (ANSI) for
Occupational and Educational Personal Eye and Face
Protection Device. An example of this type of marking would
be: ANSI Z87.1 – 2010 or just Z87.
Remember that you, as the employer, must assure that
protective eyewear meets all requirements and fits your
employees properly.

Selection of Gloves. 3CCR 6738.3:
This new section sets the standards for glove type and thickness when chemical resistant gloves are required by
labeling, regulations or permit conditions. These are some of the changes in regards to gloves:
1) When the pesticide label requires chemical resistant gloves in a specified category (A-H), the gloves
provided must meet that requirement.
To help identify suitable barrier materials for
each category, DPR has produced a handy
Glove Category Selection Key. For example,
if the pesticide label requires chemical
resistance gloves with category (or label
code) “H”, employee can use gloves made of
Laminate or Viton to meet the label
requirement.
2) If the pesticide product labeling only requires
chemical-resistant gloves, without identifying
a specific category, or uses the phrase “such
as”, then any of the eight materials listed on
the Glove Category Selection Key may be
used.
3)
All barrier materials, other than laminate and polyethylene, must be at least 14 mils thick.

(Article continued on page 7)

California’s pesticide use
reporting system is
generally recognized as
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3) When chemical-resistant gloves are used to make fine adjustments to equipment or other activities that
require high dexterity and motor control skills, thinner gloves of the appropriate barrier material may be
used, but only for a maximum of 15 minutes or until the specific task is completed, whichever is
shorter. Such gloves must be discarded and not reused after the task is accomplished. Such thinner
gloves CAN NOT be used to perform the normal tasks of the job (i.e. if there are 10 minutes “left” on
the thinner gloves, they still must be discarded when the applicator returns to the task of application).
4) Separate glove liners made of cotton or other absorbent
materials are now allowed and may be worn under
chemical resistant gloves, unless the pesticide labeling
dictates otherwise. Glove liners must not extend beyond
the end of the chemical-resistant gloves and must be
disposed of at the end of the workday or immediately if
any pesticide comes in contact with them.
Flocked gloves or those with other types of non-separable
liners are prohibited.
The Agricultural Commissioner’s Office will be providing more
information regarding these changes through its continuing
education classes and other venues. For more information
please call (707) 253-4357 or email us at
Agcommissioner@countyofnapa.org

CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES
English Classes
--1:30 to 3:30 PM-Tuesday, December 8, 2015
 New and Updated Personal
Protective Equipment Regulations
 Top Violations & Complaints
 Sentinel Trapping
Thursday, January 21, 2016
 New and Updated Personal
Protective Equipment Regulations
 GWSS/Pierces Disease Update
Space is limited, so please call our office at
(707)253-4357 to reserve your seat. Each of
these classes will receive 1.0 hour of “laws
and regulations” and 1.0 hour of “other”.

Clases en Español
--9:00 a 11:00 AM-Martes, Diciembre 8, 2015
 Regulaciones nuevas y actualizadas sobre
el Equipo de Protección Personal.
 Principales violaciones y quejas.
 Trampas Centinelas
Jueves, Enero 21, 2016
 Regulaciones nuevas y actualizadas sobre
el Equipo de Protección Personal.
 Actualizaciones de; la chicharrita de las alas
cristalinas y enfermedad de Pierce
El cupo es limitado, así que por favor llame a
nuestra oficina al (707)253-4357 para reservar su
asiento. Cada una de estas clases le otorgarán 1.0
hora de “Leyes y Regulaciones” y 1.0 hora en
“Otros”
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Cambios a los requerimientos
del Equipo de Protección Personal
En Julio del 2015, el Departamento de Regulación de Pesticidas de California (por sus siglas en Ingles CDPR)
adoptó ciertas modificaciones en las regulaciones para clarificar y reorganizar sus requerimientos en el Equipo
de Protección Personal. El objetivo del DPR con estos cambios es reducir ambigüedades y actualizar las
regulaciones de California para alinearlas con las guías y estándares industriales de la Agencia de Protección
Ambiental de los Estados Unidos (EPA). El siguiente, es un breve resumen de estos cambios:

Selección de protección para los ojos. 3CCR 6738.2:
Cuando la etiqueta del pesticida o regulación requiera
el uso de protección para los ojos (Por ejemplo;
anteojos de seguridad, gafas protectoras o pantalla de
protección facial), los lentes deben traer una marca
que indique que cumplen con los requerimientos del
Instituto de Estandarización Nacional de América
(ANSI) para Dispositivos de Protección Personal para
los ojos y el rostro en el trabajo y la educación. Un
ejemplo de este tipo de marca seria: ANSI Z87.1 –
2010 o solamente Z87.
Recuerde que usted, como el empleador, debe
asegurar que los anteojos de seguridad cumplan con
todos los requerimientos y que se ajusten al rostro de
sus empleados correctamente.

Selección de los guantes. 3CCR 6738.3:
Esta nueva sección establece las normas para el tipo de guantes y su grosor, cuando se requiera el uso de
guantes resistentes a químicos, ya sea por la etiqueta, regulación o condiciones del permiso. Estos son
algunos de los cambios en lo que respecta a guantes:
1) Cuando el uso de guantes resistentes a
químicos de cierta categoría (A-H) sea
requerido por la etiqueta del producto, los
guantes que se provean deben cumplir con
esos requerimientos.
Para ayudar a identificar materiales
apropiados para cada categoria, DPR ha
producido una practica tabla llamada
“Categorias de resistencia quimica para
guantes” o “Glove Category Selection Key”.
Por ejemplo, si la etiqueta del pesticida
requiere guantes resistentes a quimicos de
categoria (o codigo de etiqueta) “H”, el
empleado puede usar guantes hechos de
Laminate or Viton para cumplir con los
requerimientos de la etiqueta.
(Article continued on page 9)
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2) Si la etiqueta del producto solamente requiere guantes resistentes a químicos, sin identificar una
categoría específica, o usa la frase “tales como”, entonces cualquiera de los 8 materiales nombrados en
la tabla de “Categorías de resistencia química para guantes” pueden ser usados.
Todos los materiales de barrera, que no sean laminado o polietileno, deben ser de al menos 14 mils de
grosor.
3) Cuando los guantes resistentes a químicos son usados para realizar ajustes finos a los equipos u otras
actividades que requieran alta destreza y habilidades de motricidad fina, se pueden usar guantes más
delgados que sean del material de barrera apropiado, pero solo por un máximo de 15 minutos o hasta
que la tarea específica sea completada, lo que dure menos tiempo. Tales guantes deben ser desechados
y no ser reutilizados después de que se haya completado la tarea. Aquellos guantes más delgados NO
deben ser usados para las tareas normales del trabajo (Ej. Si aún “quedan” 10 minutos para usar los
guantes más delgados, estos tienen que ser desechados de todas maneras cuando el aplicador regresa
a hacer una aplicación).
4) Ahora se permite el uso de guantes separados
hechos de algodón u otros materiales absorbentes y
pueden ser usados debajo de los guantes resistentes
a químicos, a no ser que la etiqueta del pesticida dicte
lo contrario. Los guantes separados no deben
extenderse más allá del final de los guantes
resistentes a químicos y deben ser desechados al
final del día de trabajo o inmediatamente si entran en
contacto con algún pesticida.
Guantes fabricados con con material absorbente
adherido en su interior están prohibidos.
La oficina del Comisionado de Agricultura estará
proveyendo más información con respecto a estos
cambios, a través de sus clases de educación continua y
otras vías. Para mayor información por favor llame al
(707) 253-4357 o envíenos un correo electrónico a
Agcommissioner@countyofnapa.org
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Vine Mealybug Program Update
The Vine Mealybug Program is funded by the Napa
County Winegrape Pest and Disease Control District,
which has been a crucial partner of the Napa County
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office.
In February 2015, the Pest and Disease Control District
sponsored a Vine Mealybug (VMB) seminar that
attracted over 170 attendees. The speakers, including
vineyard owner Larry Bettinelli, Doctors Monica Cooper
& Kent Daane of the University of California, Dr. Josie
Hugie of Wilbur Ellis, and Napa County Ag
Commissioner staff, discussed VMB biology, detection,
and management. In addition, the grower panel
members shared their successes and challenges in
managing VMB populations.
As in previous years, approximately 3,600 VMB traps
were deployed from early August to late October in
commercial vineyards throughout the county at a density
of 25 traps per square mile. General trapping data is
accessible at
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommissioner/VMB/,
and the 2015 trapping results will soon be made
available to the public.
After processing VMB traps, our office maps all finds
and creates a work plan for subsequent biocontrol
releases. In 2015, we were able to release VMB
biocontrol agents at approximately 130 sites where our
traps detected VMB males. Biocontrol release activities
demanded a lot of time and effort from our office and

Cryptolaemus beetles (“mealybug destroyers”) being
released as part of our ongoing biocontrol program.

Adult female vine mealybugs

involved eight agriculture inspectors, two agricultural and
standards service workers, and two program deputies.
In Napa County, parasitic Anagyrus wasps were
released to establish a local population for VMB
biocontrol. We focused on areas with small VMB
populations and where growers are managing ants and
disrupting VMB mating. In other areas where VMB
trapping numbers increased 20% or more, Cryptolaemus
beetles (“mealybug destroyers”) were released.
Throughout 2015, we have monitored the biocontrol
activities in multiple areas. In late winter and early spring,
we uncovered fresh VMB mummies, indicating Anagyrus
activity, and we found evidence of mealybug destroyer
larval activity in early fall. In addition, we provide
technical assistance, trap data, regional and site-specific
maps, and pest identification to growers and also
encourage them to communicate with each other with the
goal of managing regional VMB populations.
The continuous efforts of the Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office and the Pest and Disease Control District provide
valuable information and crucial data to help Napa
County growers better understand VMB behavior,
biocontrol agents, pest distribution throughout the
county, and the latest pest management techniques. We
will hopefully limit the spread of the pest with industry,
growers, and local government working together. Please
contact our office if you need any information. Keep up
the great work!

Page 11

Ag Commissioner/Sealer News

Weights and Measures Price Verification Program
In October of 2005, Assembly Bill 889 implementing a Price Verification Program was signed into law by the
governor. As a result, Agricultural Commissioners/Sealers of Weights and Measures departments statewide
were given the authority to inspect price verification systems and recover the cost of inspections.
In 2007, the Napa County Board of Supervisors passed an
ordinance allowing for the Napa County Sealer of Weights
and Measures to inspect electronic point of sale systems,
which include scanners and any other means of retrieving
electronically-stored pricing information used to charge
consumers for the commodities they purchase.
Businesses in Napa County that use a scanner, for
example, are inspected on an annual basis. It is unlawful
to charge an amount greater than the lowest price posted
on either the commodity itself or on a corresponding shelf
tag, and in accordance with any time period for which the
posted price is in effect.
The inspection is based on the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Handbook 130.
Random items are selected, and the posted or advertised price is noted by the inspector. Then the items are
taken to the checkout scanner, and the price charged at the register is compared to the posted or advertised
price. The accuracy requirement for a sample must be 98% or higher to pass inspection. If a business fails
the initial inspection, a re-inspection is performed within six months. If a business continues to fail inspections,
it can lead to the issuance of civil penalties.
Always check your receipts for accuracy, and if you observe a mistake, ask the cashier about it. If necessary,
contact the store manager. If you have any questions, call our office at (707) 944-8714.

Red Sesbania: New noxious
weed found in Napa!
A weed called Red Sesbania, or Rattlebox (Sesbania
punicea), was recently identified in St. Helena. Red
Sesbania is native to South America and is listed as an
invasive weed in California. It is also classified as a “Brated” pest, which designates it as a pest of limited
distribution known to cause economic or environmental
detriment.
Red Sesbania is subject to eradication, containment, suppression, control, or other holding action, at the
discretion of the individual county agricultural commissioner. The property owners where the weeds have
been found are working to eradicate the plants under the direction of our office.
Red Sesbania grows rapidly and forms dense stands so thick that access to riparian areas becomes difficult
to impossible. It displaces native vegetation used by wildlife and contributes to bank erosion and flooding.
Foliage, flowers and seeds are toxic to humans and animals when ingested.
If you think that you have seen Red Sesbania anywhere in Napa County, please make a note of its location
and call the Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office at (707) 253-4357.
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No Additional Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizers
Found Since June 2015 Detection
Following a June 24, 2015, discovery of an adult
Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizer (WGLS) in a
vineyard trap next to Tubbs Lane in Calistoga, Ag
Commissioner staff deployed 25 additional
delimitation traps in the area surrounding the find in
an attempt to discover the point of origin.
Through the trapping season that concluded at the
end of October, no additional WGLS traps were
caught in Napa County, including the Calistoga
area. As in the case of previous finds, it is
theorized that this individual was probably a single
“hitchhiker” that accidentally entered the county
and not representative of a new infestation. The
additional traps will again be deployed during each
of the next three seasons to confirm that notion.
All larval life stages of WGLS are voracious feeders
that cause extensive damage to grape leaves,
including partial or complete defoliation of
grapevines. Excessive feeding can damage fruit
and lead to secondary fungal damage and rot of
grape clusters. The adult moths are a metallic blue
or a greenish black color, while the destructive
larval stage is yellow with purple and black bands.

Although WGLS is not native to Napa County, it
has been found here a number of times in the
past, most recently in a Mt. Veeder Road vineyard
in 2007. Native to Arizona and New Mexico, it was
first discovered in California in the 1940s and
eventually spread throughout the state,
particularly in the Central Valley. Growers are
asked to contact the Ag Commissioner’s Office if
they discover WGLS or any other unusual pests in
the vineyards.

New Pest of Vegetable Crops Identified in Napa County
Bagrada bug, an invasive stink bug, was first discovered in Napa County in September of 2015. It was first
confirmed in southern California in 2008, and has since spread throughout that region, much of the San
Joaquin Valley, and into San Francisco Bay Area counties.
Adult Bagrada bugs have a shield-shaped body ¼ inch in
size and are black with orange and white markings. They
feed on broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, and other cole
crops, as well as such weeds as London rocket,
shepherd’s-purse, and wild mustard. Feeding damage can
include leaf spotting, wilting, stunting, central stem tip death
(causing multiple branches or crowns), and death of the
whole plant. There is no evidence presented in the
literature that Bagrada bug is a pest of winegrapes.
For more information on identification and management of
the pest, please refer to the UC IPM Pest Alert bulletin on
Bagrada bugs.
Photo by Gevork Arakelian.

For more information on identification and management of the pest, please refer to the UC IPM Pest Alert
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Napa County
Ag Commissioner/Sealer’s Office Online
Website
The Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is
pleased to announce the release of our updated website.
The website provides customers with a simplified and
more user-friendly experience. It incorporates current
events as well as up-to-date information on the Pesticide
Safety Program, the Pest & Disease Program, Food
Quality & Marketing, Weights & Measures, and Local
Food.
If you are looking for information about CalAgPermits,
pesticide forms, sulfur dioxide use, continuing education,
or container recycling, simply go to the Pesticide Safety
Program page. If you are searching for information about
specific pests, such as Glassy-winged Sharpshooter,
European Grapevine Moth, Vine Mealybug, or Olive Fruit
Fly, visit our updated Pests and Diseases page.
The Home page also displays a prominent highlights section with timely information and introduces
alerts that provide important news and other notifications at-a-glance. Make sure to follow our Events
page to ensure that you know when the latest continuing education class or big event is happening.
For more information on The Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office and its programs, please
visit the new website at http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCom/ to receive email updates, or follow us on
Facebook.

Facebook
The Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is
now on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/NapaCountyAgCommissioner.
The Ag Commissioner’s new social media site is a place
where growers and the public can learn more about Napa
agriculture and interact on a number of local industry
topics. We post interesting news articles, research,
details about insects, and information concerning
pesticide programs.
The Ag Commissioner’s new Facebook page features
events that the department hosts and/or partners with
other agencies on, such as the Farm Bureau and UCCE
continuing education classes; county events; information
about Napa County regulatory changes; local food
updates; pest alerts and much more. Follow us today and
sign up for event notices to ensure that you do not miss
any new educational opportunities.
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PHONE:
(707) 253-4357
FAX:
(707) 253-4881
E-MAIL:
agcommissioner@countyofnapa.org

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:

www.countyofnapa.org/agcom
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