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April 17, 2018
Karen Ross, Secretary
California Department of Food and Agriculture
and
The Honorable Board of Supervisors of Napa County

CHAIR, Brad Wagenknecht – District 1
Ryan Gregory – District 2
Diane Dillon – District 3

Alfredo Pedroza – District 4
Belia Ramos – District 5

It is my pleasure to present the 2017 Napa County Crop Report pursuant to the provisions of Sections 2272
and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code. The gross value of winegrape production was
$750,832,400. Overall winegrape values increased over 2.9% compared to 2016 values, even though total
tonnage decreased by 6.9% compared to the previous year. The total value of all agricultural production was
another record setting $757,115,100.
It is important to note that the figures provided here are gross values and do not represent nor reflect net profit
or loss experienced by individual growers or the industry as a whole.
Telling the story of the economic impacts of Napa County’s agricultural industry begins with the Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office annual Crop Report. What makes this year so unique is the 50th anniversary of the
Agricultural Preserve, a landmark zoning ordinance - the nation’s first - that dictates the highest and best use
of land is for agriculture. The Ag Preserve ordinance was originally passed by the Napa County Board of
Supervisors in 1968 to protect 26,000 acres of local farmland. It has since grown to 31,609 acres and has
been a central force preserving the county’s open space. This year’s crop report also highlights the impact,
response, and ongoing recovery brought on by the October 2017 wildfires.
I am especially appreciative of the hard work performed in producing this report and thank Terry Samansky,
Joy Hilton, Sommer Woolley, Nicholas Brooks, and Jose Chang, as well as all of the staff, who assisted in
compiling and analyzing the information. I express our appreciation for the cooperation of the producers,
processors, government agencies, and others who contributed vital information to make the report possible.
Respectfully submitted,

Greg Clark
Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer
Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures

3

2017 Cover Artwork Contest
The Crop Report Cover Artwork Contest is
sponsored by the Napa County Farm Bureau’s
Ag in the Classroom (AITC) program. AITC
provides resources to local teachers to help
students gain a greater awareness of the role of
agriculture in the economy and society so that
they may become citizens who support wise
agricultural policies.
This marks the 14th year that the Crop
Report has highlighted artwork submitted by
Napa County middle and high school students
who participate in AITC.
The 2017 Artwork Contest prize money was
generously donated by Michael Wolf Vineyard
Services.

First Prize: $250 and cover artwork
Artist: Sarah Carleton
Title: “A Napa Vineyard”
Medium: Watercolor
Sarah is a junior at Napa High School. In her spare time
she enjoys drawing, reading, and playing water polo.

Second Prize: $150
Artist: Natalee Saucedo
Title: “ Sun-Kissed ”
Medium: Acrylic
Natalee is a junior at Napa High School who enjoys
piano, volleyball, and swimming.
4

2017 Agricultural Crop Report

Third Prize: $100
Artist: Mila Valentine
Title: “ Grapes ”
Medium: Acrylic
Mila is a sophomore at Napa High School. She
enjoys playing both soccer and softball.

Gross Production Values
FRUIT & NUT CROPS

FLORAL & NURSERY CROPS

VEGETABLE CROPS

FIELD CROPS

LIVESTOCK

POULTRY & OTHER ANIMAL PRODUCTS

GRAND TOTAL

2017

$751,571,600

2016

$730,349,100

2017

$651,700

2016

$2,133,400

2017

$249,900

2016

$294,900

2017

$493,400

2016

$480,300

2017

$3,382,300

2016

$3,378,900

2017

$766,200

2016

$660,500

2017

$757,115,100

2016

$737,297,100

Please note: The amounts in this report represent estimated gross values, regardless of utilization. No attempt is made to
reflect net income to the producer or cost of production. All values are rounded after final calculation.

Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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Fruit & Nut Crops
Winegrape growers experienced the wettest winter on record in the past 30 years, followed by record-breaking summer
temperatures that helped shape the 2017 growing season. The timing and location of the October wildfires may have also
affected harvest numbers for some growers.
Although olive fruit set was expected to be higher throughout Napa County, 2017 was still a good year. Populations of the
insect pest, olive fruit fly, declined likely due to cool, wet conditions in winter and spring, followed by heat waves later in the
year. This hot weather also pushed back ripening and harvest dates approximately one month to November – late December.

Crop

Year

Producing Acres

Tons Per Acre*

Total Tonnage**

2017

33,822

2.95

106,046

$656,088,600

2016

33,464

3.15

110,442

$623,628,200

White
Winegrapes

2017

9,762

3.74

36,367

$94,743,800

2016

9,985

4.23

42,604

$105,879,100

Winegrapes
Subtotal

2017

43,584

3.13

142,413

$750,832,400

2016

43,449

3.39

153,046

$729,507,300

2017

133

2.4

321

$520,300

2016

142

2.0

289

$456,900

Red Winegrapes

Olives

Value**

Other Fruits
and Nuts***

2017

218,900

2016

$384,900

Total Fruits
and Nuts

2017

$751,571,600

2016

$730,349,100

*Values are calculated weighted averages. **All values are rounded after final calculation and based on actual values.
***Other fruits and nuts include Apples, Apricots, Asian Pears, Blackberries, Blueberries, Cantaloupes, Cherries, Citrus, Figs, Guava,
Jujubes, Loquats, Melons, Nectarines, Other Stone Fruits, Peaches, Pears, Persimmons, Plums, Pluots, Pomegranates, Prunes, Quince,
Raspberries, and Strawberries.

Floral & Nursery Crops
Napa County floral and nursery crops saw a significant decrease in production area and value in 2017 primarily due to the
closure of several production nurseries and wet weather conditions.

Crop
Floral & Nursery

Year

Production Area (Square Feet)

Value

2017

348,590

$651,700

2016

538,700

$2,133,400

Crops include lavender, irises, vegetable starts, cut flowers, trees, and ornamental nursery stock. All values are rounded after final
calculation.
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Vegetable Crops
Napa County vegetable production fell in 2017 due to wet weather conditions. A number of producers cited a delayed
planting schedule due to saturated ground as impacting farming during the 2017 year.

Crop
Vegetables

Year

Harvested Acreage

Value

2017

25

$249,900

2016

26

$294,900

Vegetables include Artichokes, Arugula, Asparagus, Beans, Beets, Broccoli, Brussels Sprouts, Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Celery, Corn,
Cucumbers, Edible Flowers, Eggplants, Endive, Fennel, Garlic, Gourds, Greens, Herbs, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Okra, Onions, Peas, Peppers, Potatoes, Pumpkins, Radishes, Rhubarb, Spinach, Squash, Tomatillos, Tomatoes and Turnips.

All values are rounded after final calculation.

Farmers Markets
Market

Location

Season

Days Open

Hours

Calistoga
Farmers Market

1235 Washington
Street

Year Round

Saturday

9:00AM -1:00PM

Farmers Market at Long
Meadow Ranch

738 Main Street
St. Helena

Year Round

Friday - Sunday

9:00AM - 2:00PM

April 7 November 21

Tuesday

8:30AM - 1:00PM

Year Round

Saturday

8:30AM - 1:00PM

May 5 October 27

Friday

7:30AM - 12:00PM

Napa
Farmers Market

195 Gasser Drive

St Helena
Farmers Market

Crane Park

Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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Red Winegrape Varieties
Bearing
Acres

Non-Bearing
Acres

Total
Acres

Tons

Price Per
Ton 2017*

Price Per
Ton 2016*

Price Per
Ton 2015*

Cabernet Franc

1,113

53

1,166

2,907

$7,871

$7,144

$6,065

Cabernet Sauvignon

20,953

1,915

22,868

66,733

$7,498

$6,830

$6,289

Charbono

42

6

48

148

$3,450

$3,194

$2,988

Gamay/Valdiguie

23

0

23

54

$2,608

$1,646

$1,799

Grenache

58

3

61

296

$4,165

$4,155

$3,917

Malbec

465

46

511

1,565

$5,726

$5,351

$4,991

Merlot

4,535

48

4,583

13,160

$3,390

$3,352

$3,135

Meunier/Pinot Meunier

74

0

74

319

$1,981

$1,823

$1,831

Petit Verdot

736

46

782

2,481

$6,519

$6,024

$5,812

Petite Sirah

808

22

830

3,204

$3,846

$3,579

$3,528

Pinot Noir

2,671

127

2,798

8,607

$2,798

$2,779

$2,713

Primitivo

38

0

38

37

$3,584

$3,349

$3,583

Sangiovese/Sangioveto

132

3

135

433

$3,770

$3,463

$3,361

Syrah/Shiraz

740

3

743

1,852

$3,738

$3,606

$3,234

Tempranillo

28

0

28

105

$4,232

$4,191

$3,844

1,304

13

1,317

3,831

$3,624

$3,522

$3,390

103

1

104

316

$3,809

$4,329

$3,334

33,822

2,288

36,110

106,046

$6,187

$5,647

$5,181

Variety

Zinfandel
Other Reds**
Total***

$1,000

2017 Agricultural Crop Report

$6,519
$6,118

VARIETY

$3,624
$3,512

$4,232
$4,089

$3,738
$3,526

$3,770
$3,531

$3,584
$3,505

3 Year Average

$3,846
$3,651

$4,165
$4,079

$0
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2017

$2,798
$2,763

$2,000

$2,608
$2,018

$3,000

$3,450
$3,211

$4,000

$1,981
$1,878

$5,000

$3,390
$3,292

$6,000

$5,726
$5,356

$7,000

$7,498
$6,872

$8,000

$7,871
$7,027

AVERAGE PRICE PER TON

*Price per ton reported by the United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service Grape Crush Report
**Other reds are identified in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service website: www.nass.usda.gov/
*** Values are calculated weighted averages and rounded after calculations.

White Winegrape Varieties
Bearing
Acres

Non-Bearing
Acres

Total Acres

Tons

Price Per
Ton 2017*

Price Per
Ton 2016*

Price Per
Ton 2015*

19

0

19

75

$3,769

$3,439

$3,060

Chardonnay

6,261

184

6,445

20,684

$2,811

$2,673

$2,592

Chenin Blanc

7

0

7

46

$2,427

$1,755

$1,672

Marsanne

8

0

8

24

$4,308

$3,708

$2,646

Muscat Blanc/Canelli

114

11

125

319

$2,146

$1,991

$2,144

Pinot Blanc

20

0

20

91

$1,857

$1,823

$1,941

Pinot Gris/Grigio

103

11

114

395

$1,845

$1,830

$1,768

Roussanne

14

0

14

64

$3,765

$4,250

$4,060

2,727

94

2,821

12,901

$2,282

$2,141

$2,012

Sauvignon Musque

126

3

129

252

$2,441

$2,193

$1,975

Semillon

145

5

150

821

$2,643

$2,478

$2,436

Viognier

82

7

89

230

$3,427

$3,108

$3,032

White Riesling

65

1

66

266

$2,899

$2,818

$2,649

Other Whites**

70

1

71

199

$2,537

$2,534

$3,135

9,762

317

10,079

36,367

$2,605

$2,485

$2,394

Variety
Albarino

Sauvignon Blanc

Total***

$4,500

$2,899

$2,789

$3,427

$3,189

$2,519

$2,643

$2,203

$2,441

$2,282

$2,145

$1,845

$1,814

$1,857

$2,146

3 Year Average
$4,025

$3,765

$4,308
$3,554

$1,874

$1,000

2017

$2,094

$1,500

$2,427

$2,000

$1,951

$2,500

$2,811

$3,000

$2,692

$3,500

$3,769

$4,000

$3,423

AVERAGE PRICE PER TON

*Price per ton reported by the United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service Grape Crush Report
**Other whites are identified in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service website: www.nass.usda.gov/
*** Values are calculated weighted averages and rounded after calculations.

$500
$0

VARIETY
Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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50 Years of the Napa Ag Preserve

Napa County has maintained its beauty and rural
agricultural environment because of the Agricultural
Preserve established in 1968. It did more than
protect the land. It made Napa County a desirable
place to live, grow crops, and visit.
While other counties allowed large tracts of
former farmland to be rezoned for commercial and
residential development, Napa County has protected
the valley. Views in our county are filled with
grapevines and open space, not shopping malls or
airports. We have retained a rural character long lost
by other counties around the San Francisco Bay.
The Ag Preserve consists of the valley floor in
unincorporated areas between Napa and Calistoga
and was the first of its kind in the nation. Napa
County has over 500,000 acres, with 90% (450,000
acres) designated as Agriculture, Watershed and
Open Space and 10% of that (46,189 acres) in
winegrape production.
“The establishment of the Agricultural Preserve
50 years ago reflected visionary leadership and
created the bedrock of our vibrant and robust
agricultural economy,” Agricultural Commissioner
Greg Clark said.
10
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The Ag Preserve is well known and respected
today, but it was an extremely controversial
ordinance when originally proposed. In the 1960s,
Napa County agricultural land was in danger of
being paved over. Then Napa County Assessor
George Abate understood that Assembly Bill 80
(AB80), which dictated that assessors must value
land based on comparable nearby property sales,
would trigger higher land value assessments and
force farmers to sell property to pay much higher tax
bills.
Assemblyman John Williamson was also
concerned about the impact of AB80. In 1965, he
helped create the California Land Conservation Act
designed to preserve agricultural and open space
land. This act allowed local governments to enter
into contracts with private landowners. These
contracts could restrict specific parcels of land to
agriculture or open space use. In return, these
properties receive a much lower tax assessment
and are protected from the impact of AB80.
In 1967, County Administrator Albert Haberger
was worried about the possible development threat
to agricultural lands in Napa County. Population
projections estimated almost 500,000 people would

live in the county by 2020. Regional planners were
contemplating the construction of an international
airport in the Carneros region and a major highway
through the valley floor. To avoid similar problems
faced by Santa Clara, another agricultural region
struggling with sprawl and development, Haberger
enlisted the help of Deputy County Council Marvin
Lernhart to draft a land ordinance that would create
the first Ag Preserve in the state.
The plan was later taken to the public for open
hearings, which quickly became contentious.
Proponents of the Ag Preserve insisted that it would
save Napa County farms while the opposition felt it
would destroy land values and prevent land division
for future generations. The debate became rather
heated. The vintners supported the Ag Preserve.
They believed that the rare environmental conditions
within the valley would create a world class wine
industry. Proponent Harry Tranmer, a Napa Valley
College instructor, was quoted as saying, "Once you
have lost the valley to concrete and residential
development, you will never regain it." John Daniels,
an opponent of the preserve was quoted as saying,
"All the benefits from the preserve would go to other
groups, while all the penalties would be applied to
us, the land owners.” He also felt that the Ag
Preserve “is closer to agrarian reform, socialism, or
totalitarianism, than it is to planning.”

A detail that was of considerable contention was
that each new parcel within the Ag Preserve could be
no smaller than 40 acres. Planning Director Vernon
Cotter explained that this was a “proven economic
farm unit and is the minimum a parcel could be
split…”

After much discussion, this restriction was later
reduced to 20 acres in order to minimize landowner
hardships. On April 9, 1968, this hard-won, forward
thinking ordinance was approved by the Board of
Supervisors. Some were still unhappy, and there
was an appeal brought to the Napa County Superior
Court. It was unsuccessful.

Napa Register, 1968

The initial Ag Preserve protected 26,000 acres of
farmland between the cities of Napa and Calistoga.
It originally protected acres of the valley floor and
foothills but has since grown to 31,609 acres. It is
important to note that no land has ever been taken
from the preserve. Beyond the protection of the
valley floor, the county also designated a large area
as Agriculture, Watershed, and Open Space, which
is also protected from future development.
According to the county general plan, the “…
Agricultural Preserve classification is intended to be
applied in the fertile valley and foothill areas of Napa
County in which agriculture is and should continue
to be the predominant land use…the Agricultural
Watershed classification is intended for areas of the
county where the predominant use is agriculturally
oriented, where watershed areas, reservoirs and
floodplain tributaries are located…” This latter
designation covers most of the mountainous areas
as well as range land and forests.
In 1976, the Land Trust of Napa County was
founded by a group of citizens with a mission to
protect the natural diversity, scenic open space, and
agricultural vitality of the county. The trust acquires

Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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conservation easements, facilitates land transfers to
local, state, and federal agencies along with
accepting donations of land within and outside the
boundary of the Agricultural Preserve. The trust now
covers over 50,000 acres.

While establishment of the Agricultural Preserve
and the Land Trust has slowed residential
development in much of the county, growth within
the incorporated cities has continued at a moderate
pace. The most recent population estimates by the
State of California Department of Finance provides a
clear distinction between two previously rural
counties. Napa County had a recorded population of
142,408 within its 789 square miles. In contrast,
Santa Clara County had a recorded population of
1,938,180 people within the 1,312 square miles
boundary. This growth has had a drastic impact on
the rural and natural qualities of Santa Clara, while
the Ag Preserve has protected Napa County
farmland.
Our world class wines and our beautiful
landscape are what continue to bring people to Napa
County, making tourism a primary economic driver.
In 2016, Napa County had a total of 3.5 million
visitors. The vast tourism industry generated $1.9
billion in total visitor spending inside the county with
$80.3 million in tax revenues and supports an
estimated 13,437 jobs, with a combined payroll of
$387 million.

Images by The Napa County Farm Bureau

Napa County voters have continued to resist
development by reaffirming their desire to keep the
Ag Preserve intact on several occasions. In 1980,
county voters adopted Measure A, which restricted
growth via building permit limits, in the
unincorporated areas of the county to 1% per year. In
1990, voters passed Measure J , which essentially
freezes all county zoning changes until the year
2020, unless there is a ⅔ majority vote to adopt such
changes. In 2008, voters decided to extend the
county protections for another 50 years by passing
Measure P by 62.3%. The only change is that
Measure J will allow state-mandated affordable
housing to be built on agricultural land if there are no
other available sites.

As Supervisor Diane Dillon perfectly sums up,
“Our Agricultural Preserve, a forward thinking and
almost radical proposition at the time of its inception,
has truly defined what Napa is today. 2018 is the
50th anniversary of its creation by County
government. Join us in celebrating that milestone –
because the Ag Preserve has become the core of
what protects our beautiful valley and agricultural
industry that we see today. Let’s pledge our shared
commitment to preserving this agricultural jewel that
is now recognized all over the world.”

Photo by Ag Inspector Nelly Castro
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Photo by Ag Inspector Nelly C

Through Smoke and Fire
In early October 2017, Napa, Sonoma, Mendocino,
Solano and Lake Counties experienced some of the
deadliest and most destructive wildfires in California’s
history. Tragically, 44 people lost their lives. In Napa
County alone, the Atlas, Tubbs and Nuns Fires burned
70,000 acres, which is 14% of the county’s total 504,000
acres.
More than 1,200 buildings, businesses, or
residences were destroyed or damaged by the fires. The
impact to agriculture was not insignificant, with
approximately 3,500 acres of vineyards located within the
fire areas; however, only 126 of those acres burned.
The fires started as growers were close to finishing the
Photo by Rick Petkus
2017 harvest. Approximately 10% of wine grapes were still
on the vine when the fires started. Ninety percent of the growers had completed harvest of their wine grapes,
but those who had not were anxious to see the damage and try to harvest grapes if they had vineyards left
standing.
In the second week of the fires, the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office was called to action to help
growers and ranchers gain access to their properties. The team helped growers evaluate and salvage what
they could of their grapes and farming or ranching operations. We worked closely with the amazing men and
women of the Napa County Sheriff’s Department, Cal Fire and the numerous agencies that came from all
over California to help with road closures. With some guidance, the Ag Commissioner’s Office created a
system where we issued road closure access permits for growers to pick grapes, feed animals, make wine,
bring generators, and address other essential agricultural business needs. Our office worked into the early
morning hours in order to issue permits and to escort growers safely past heavily fire damaged areas to their
properties.
Once the fires were extinguished and cleanup began, the Ag Commissioner’s Office started assessing
damage experienced by ranchers and growers related to agriculture. At the publication of this report, we
have reached out to the majority of growers who fell within the fire zones in order to assess the damage. At
this point, the total value of damage related to agriculture is over $20 million, but that number does not paint a
complete picture and is likely to grow.
We estimate that less than 8% of Napa County’s planted vineyard acreage was affected by fire. The
possible effects of smoke on wine are uncertain, but Napa County’s winemakers are carefully evaluating their
wines to make practical decisions about them. We are all working together to learn from this experience.
October’s fires weren’t the only hallmarks of the 2017 growing season. Abundant winter rains helped
recharge groundwater and irrigate vines. A freak hail storm and three significant heat events required
growers to employ strategies to protect their vines.
Regardless of unique events, including fire, Napa County is known for producing some of the worlds’ finest
wines. This commitment to excellence will never change, whether we are dealing with drought, floods,
earthquakes, fire or any curve ball Mother Nature sends our way. With expertise and tenacity, the Napa wine
industry responds effectively to challenging conditions.
Napa County District 5 Supervisor, Belia Ramos, said, “We are good at this disaster stuff.” We are good
at rebuilding and bouncing back with fervor. The Napa County spirit is strong and we remain resilient, even
during the most challenging of times.
Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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Field Crops
Napa County saw fewer producers of hay in 2017 and while some growers tilled product back into the soil and total
tonnage decreased, total production acres actually increased. Rangeland was very productive this year, but the October
wildfires resulted in damage to a significant amount of rangeland acres late in the year that will have an effect on 2018
numbers. Overall, rangeland yielded more grasses in 2017.

Commodity
Hay
Pasture &
Rangeland
Total Field Crops

Year

Production
Acreage

Yield Per
Acre

Total
Tonnage

Price

2017

470

1.2

471

$140

$65,900

2016

425

1.5

638

$120

$76,500

2017

95,000

$427,500

2016

95,000

$403,800

2017

95,470

$493,400

2016

95,425

$480,300

Value

Livestock & Poultry
2017 saw a continued increase in livestock production hundredweight (cwt). Most of the increase came in the cattle
sector, as more head moved through Napa County. 2018 numbers may be smaller as damaged rangeland recovers from
the October wildfires.

Commodity
Cattle and Calves
Sheep and Lambs
Other Livestock
Livestock Subtotal
Poultry & Other
Animal Products
Total Animal Products
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Year

Production
(CWT)

Weighted Average
Price Per CWT

2017

21,100

$131

$2,757,600

2016

20,480

$134

$2,744,100

2017

4,430

$135

$598,600

2016

4,390

$140

$614,500

Value

2017

$26,100

2016

$20,300

2017

$3,382,300

2016

$3,378,900

2017

$766,200

2016

$660,500

2017

$4,148,500

2016

$4,039,400
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Stephen Bardessono, Agricultural Commissioner-In Memoriam
Former Napa County Agricultural Commissioner
Stephen Bardessono passed away on August 15, 2017, at
the age of 83. Steve, a Napa County native and longtime
Yountville resident, served as Agricultural Commissioner
from 1980 to 1993.
Steve started his career with Napa County in early 1956
which was interrupted for a brief period when he served in
the United States Army. Following his honorable discharge,
he resumed his work with the County in 1958. In 1975, he
was appointed Chief Deputy Agricultural Commissioner
and, in 1980, was appointed Agricultural Commissioner/
Sealer of Weights and Measures. During his career, he was
elected and served as President of the California
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association in
1987-88.
Beyond his work for the Agriculture Department, Steve
was always active in the community, serving in many
leadership positions with the County Committee on School
District Organization, the Yountville Improvement Club, and
the Napa Valley Community Housing Board, among other
associations and groups. He was also an elected member of the Yountville Town Council from 1976 to 1982.
Steve enjoyed tending the orchards and vineyards on the family property in Yountville. As the times and
the town were changing, Steve had a vision on how to preserve the family land. He and his brother Pete and
their wives began the development of the property which ultimately became the Bardessono hotel, restaurant
and spa, Arroyo Grande Villas affordable housing development, and a community park. Steve was incredibly
proud of this transformation as well as what the land provided for his family and his community.
Steve is survived by his wife of 63 years, Patricia, his children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
other members of his large, beloved family.

Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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Notes From Dr. Monica L. Cooper - Viticulture Farm Advisor, UCCE
The 2017 vintage was bookended by extreme weather events: a
historically wet winter and damaging wildfires. In the winter, we were
tuned to alerts of flooding and mudslides, while in October we
experienced fire-related evacuations, road closures, the uncertainty of
property damage and the tragic loss of life.
Vine growth was healthy following the wettest winter in 30 years. We
experienced normal to cool conditions in the spring and a hailstorm in
June that caused isolated damage. An extended heat wave at the end of
August and early September made for hectic harvest conditions and was
quite damaging to select cultivars, particularly Petit Verdot. Cooler
conditions followed and decelerated the pace of harvest. It appeared we
would be coasting to the end until the night of October 8, when the Diablo
wind storm ignited damaging wildfires. The fires limited access in many
areas, impacting both vineyard and winery operations, and resulting in
fruit left hanging on the vine, unharvested. Smoky conditions presented a hazard to vineyard work, and smoke
taint to unharvested grapes was a widespread concern. Operations were additionally challenged by the
widespread loss of power. Overall, most of the damage was to natural areas and property, although some vines
were also lost in the fires.
Vine mealybug and olive fruit fly pest pressure was lower than in recent years, likely a result of wet, cool
conditions in winter and spring, compared with the warm, dry conditions experienced during the recent drought
years. Visual symptoms of leafroll and red blotch diseases on leaves were less obvious than expected, although
impacts on ripening were typical. Pierce's Disease continues to be common, although at lower incidence than
recent years. Powdery mildew, a perennial challenge, was exacerbated due to resistance to strobilurin
fungicides, and/or weather conditions in the spring that favored fungal growth, but made spray timing difficult.

Napa County’s New Online Portal
In December, Napa County unveiled a
new website featuring a more intuitive,
convenient approach to finding the vast array
of services and information offered online.
The Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
homepage now features a “Popular Services”
tab, giving visitors instant access to various
registration and pesticide use forms, State
licensing and permitting links, and the option
to submit complaint forms and insect ID
requests online. New to the site is a “Notify
Me” element allowing visitors to sign up for
news and calendar alerts by email or text.
Visit the new department website online
at www.countyofnapa.org/AgC
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Changes to the Organic Food and Farming Act

As of January 1, 2017, changes to the California Organic Food and Farming Act no longer require registrants
to provide detailed commodity information and acreage upon registration. Instead, the Act groups commodities
into six categories: citrus, fruits (excluding citrus), livestock or dairy, nuts, vegetables, and other (including, but
not limited to: apiculture, fallow, herbs, mushrooms, cut flowers, and nursery).
The total production acreage is now reported by registrant, not by commodity category. Due to these
changes, the County can no longer report the production acreage by commodity but only as the total certified
organic acreage farmed in Napa County. For more information about the California Organic Food and Farming
Act, please visit the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s State Organic Program website at
www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/i_&_c/organic.html

Organic Highlight
The Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office performs inspections on behalf of California Department of Food
and Agriculture for producers that make less than $5,000 annual sales, and conducts spot checks and residue samples at
local farmers’ markets.
Crop

Year

# of Organic Registrants

Production Acreage

Citrus

2017

8

-

Fruits (excluding citrus)

2017

93

-

Livestock or Dairy

2017

1

-

Nuts

2017

1

-

Vegetables

2017

12

-

Other *

2017

13

-

2017

128**

4,186

2016

139

4,013

Total

*Other includes, but is not limited to: apiculture, fallow, herbs, mushrooms, cut flowers, and nursery
**Some farms produce multiple commodities.
Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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Weights & Measures Department
Since 1915, Napa County Weights & Measures has served
California consumers by maintaining equity in the marketplace.
The Weights & Measures team protects our community’s
economic health by inspecting and enforcing the accuracy of
weighing and measuring devices, Point of Sale pricing
accuracy, petroleum regulations, weighmaster regulations, and
quantity of packaged goods, as well as investigating consumer
complaints.
Napa County’s longstanding reputation as a producer of
world-class wine grapes is well known. Weights & Measures
supports the wine grape industry by maintaining equity in the
Retail point of sale scanner
market place, protecting buyers, sellers, and the pickers by
certifying the scales for proper use and accuracy. For the 2017 harvest, the team conducted 729 inspections
of vehicle, dormant, crane, and portable platform scales.
The Napa County Price Verification Program ordinance protects consumers from price inaccuracies at
businesses that use Point of Sale Systems to charge customers. Pricing accuracy is inspected annually and
sometimes more often for businesses not meeting accuracy standards. The Weights & Measures team
continues to protect consumers by assuring that Point of Sales Systems have a working customer price
display so pricing can be viewed before payment. This gives the consumer the opportunity to observe pricing
and to inquire about a price discrepancy if the need arises. In 2017, 181 locations were inspected and 6121
items were audited.
Napa County Weights & Measures staff works diligently to protect consumers, businesses, workers, and
the wine industry. Last year, they conducted 2,937 device, meter, and scale inspections in 856 registered
businesses with a total of 13,633 devices.

Pest Exclusion
All incoming plant shipments and other host material originating from known areas of pest or disease
infestations are thoroughly inspected to help protect Napa County. The introduction of Glassy-winged
Sharpshooter (GWSS), for example, is still a potential threat to the health of grapevines. GWSS can spread
Xylella fastidiosa, the pathogen which causes the deadly Pierce’s Disease.
Out-of-state shipments may contain pests or diseases of economic importance, such as the Gypsy Moth
(GM) and Sudden Oak Death (SOD). The state agricultural border stations notify us of incoming shipments.
When a shipment arrives, it is inspected for pests, general cleanliness, and compliance with all applicable
federal, state, and county regulations.
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Pest

# of Inspections

Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar)

8

Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter
(Homalodisca vitripennis)

2,533

Sudden Oak Death
(Phytophthora ramorum)

106

Pest Detection - Trapping and Survey Programs
Napa County’s insect trapping program monitors for invasive pests that can cause potentially devastating
crop, forest, and ornamental plant damage. If left unchecked, these pests can cause millions of dollars of
damage to agriculture and trigger an increase in pesticide usage within the county. Napa County pest detection
trappers place traps throughout the county using species-specific pheromones, food lures or visual attractors to
detect insects of quarantine significance. At the first sign of an invasive pest, actions are taken to ensure that
the population does not become established.

Pest

Traps

Servicings

Duration

Asian Citrus Psyllid

118

590

Nov-Apr

European Grapevine Moth

4,878

36,665

Feb-Sept

Exotic Fruit Flies*

283

3,427

May-Oct

Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter

1,406

11,402

Jan-Dec

Grape Leaf Skeletonizer

184

1,278

May-Oct

Gypsy Moth

163

880

June-Sept

Japanese Beetle

50

272

June-Sept

Vine Mealybug

4,151

4,151

Aug-Oct

*Exotic fruit flies include: Mediterranean Fruit Fly, Melon Fruit Fly, Oriental Fruit Fly, Peach Fruit Fly, and others.

Pest Detection - Sentinel Trapping Program
Napa County is operating the Sentinel trapping program which was established to determine whether Brown
Marmorated Stink Bug, Olive Moth, and four other grapevine moths have invaded the valley. This program is
funded by the Napa County Winegrape Pest and Disease Control District through the assessments collected
from growers.

Sentinel Trapping Pests

Traps

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug

40

European Grape Berry Moth

272

Grape Berry Moth

272

Grape Tortrix Moth

272

Honeydew Moth

272

Olive Moth*

50

*Funds for Olive Moth trapping provided by the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures
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