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Coordinator's Corner

I can hear the birds chirping
in between the recent waves
of heavy wind and rain, and
get a sense that spring is right
around the corner. Soon the
flowers will start to bloom and
winter will be well behind us,
and what a winter it’s been!
We’re finally having weather
distinctly different from the rest
of our seasons, so spring will
be especially welcome. It’s
been a very busy winter here
in the Literacy Center (in part,
thanks to a grant we received
from the California Library
Literacy Services Family
Literacy Services) preparing
for two new spring programs
we’re very excited about: the
Triple P® Parenting Program
and a Citizenship Class. The
Triple P Program has been
recognized for its efficacy
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across the globe, and our
prior Citizenship Classes have
helped students pass the US
Citizenship Exam with a 100%
pass rate! These are wonderful
programs and we encourage
you to tell anyone you know
who may be interested about
them. Both programs will be
taking place on Saturdays, so
there will be a lot of action in
the Library those days. Library
staff will be engaged with the
children of our students in
Library Programs and in the
Literacy Center from 10 a.m.
-12 p.m. and from 1:30-3:30
p.m. Our traditional classes will
continue: Monday night ESL
classes, Wednesday & Friday
morning ESL classes, and
Tuesday & Thursday night
GED classes.

Robin Rafael

On March 2nd the Library celebrated
Dr. Seuss’s birthday. (He would have
been 114 years old!) It was a huge
success, with a turnout of a few
hundred people. The Literacy Center
gave out free Dr. Seuss books and the
kids loved the cupcakes. Everyone had
a great time!
Funny Facts about Dr. Seuss
• His friend bet that he couldn’t
write a book with just 50 different
words, and so, Green Eggs and
Ham was born.
• He kept a closet full of wacky
hats. Whenever he was stumped
writing, he’d put on a suitable hat
to help the words flow.
• It took him over a year to write
The Cat in the Hat—and it only
uses 236 different words!
(Source: “Imagine That! How Dr. Seuss Wrote
The Cat in the Hat” by Judy Sierra)

Learner Stories

Holiday Trip
by Sandra H.

Becoming a Facilitator
"Last year, in 2018, I attended
a Leadership Boot Camp. It was
very interesting and fulfilling. This
year I was invited as a facilitator.
My assigned topic to talk about is
“Leadership.”

"In December my husband and I
decided to take a trip to Houston to
see the area and find out how it is
to live in Texas. We began our trip
feeling very happy and enthusiastic.
We made a stop in Los Angeles
where we ate and bought some
delicious bread at Porto’s Bakery.
Then we continued with the trip
and drove on the freeway for more
than 5 hours. Finally, we stayed in
Las Vegas at an AIRBNB. That was
our first experience renting with this
company. My first impression was
really good because there was a lot
of security, it was inexpensive, and
also extremely clean.

We arrived there about 7 p.m. so
we had plenty of time to eat
something and buy some things for
our next day. We bought a pair of
baby boots and a baby blanket for
the picture we planned for the
following day. We also bought some
warm gloves and beanies.
On our way to the Hoover Dam
we crossed beautiful Lake Mead
National Park. It was nice to see
other attractions other than casinos
in Nevada. For example, Lake
Mead has camp sites, trails, and a
beach for exploring. At the Hoover
Dam we took a lot of pictures and
decided to reveal my pregnancy
with a nice picture."
- Sandra H.

Rosie was the coordinator and
she was very good at guiding
myself and the other four
people who were invited as
facilitators. I hope everything
will be OK, even though I have
to work very hard."
-Beatriz S.

LearnerS on the move

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Donald reports that Rafael has
expanded his vocabulary.
Nancy reports that Ramiro has
learned pronouns and correct
verb usage.
Cathy reports that Maria wrote
a paper, applied for jobs and
interviews, and read a book!
Jill reports that Dora has
improved in composition and
writing emails.
Lynn reports that Teresa finished
To Kill a Mockingbird.
Dene reports that Josue is
staying ahead of his work in
Career Online High School.
Jacob reports that Antonia read

•

•
•
•
•

•

the newspaper.
Cynthia reports that Juana has
passed chemistry, physics and
Algebra 2 in Career Online High
School.
Melissa reports that Juan voted
for the first time!
Diane reports that Martin
finished a book with CD.
Janine reports that Alejandro
understands themes in a story.
Jerry reports that Gemma
passed her state boards to
become a Certified Nursing
Assistant!
Peg reports that Honore passed
her citizenship exam and was

•
•
•
•
•
•

sworn in!
Cynthia reports that Nancy can
read children’s books to her son.
Dan reports that Obed finished
his resume and had a job
interview.
Ann reports that Aminta met with
Workforce Napa to review her
resume.
Caren reports that Jazmin sends
quality emails and texts.
Jay reports that Maria finished
Pride and Prejudice and
completed the workbook.
Crystal reports that Juan is
writing and speaking with no
errors.
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Fostering Outdoor Enthusiasts
Girl and the African American
Nature and Parks Experience.
Teresa shared insightful
information on our national
parks and the lack of diversity
that exists in both the staff and
visitors alike. Much of her work
over the years has included
the organization of hikes
throughout the country for
people of color. She
has also collaborated with
many outdoor organizations.
One of the most profound
aspects of her work is her
mission to preserve outdoor
spaces. It is her belief that
if there continues to be a lack
of diversity within our national
parks, while there is an
increase in population of

In honor of Black History Month,
the Literacy Center featured guest
speaker Teresa Baker of Hike Like a

throughout the country. Teresa urges
us all to visit parks, bring friends of
all backgrounds, or join in a hike with
one of the many organizations run by
people of color.
For more information, please check
out these resources:
https://vimeo.com/134505979
https://www.facebook.com/
LatinoOutdoors/ or http://
latinooutdoors.org/
http://outdoorafro.com/locations/
state/CA/ or https://www.facebook.
com/groups/172491752942370/
https://www.facebook.com/HikeLAG/
https://www.facebook.com/
African-American-Nature-ParksExperience-355974594517522/

New in the Literacy Collection

The Meaning Matters series (set of 4 books) is designed for students who require i
comprehension skill:
•

•
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The Vocabulary workbook
provides instruction and
activities in six areas: context
clues, metaphors and similes,
idioms, homophones, roots and
The Inferences and
Conclusions workbook, which

•

contains 20 passages, requires
students to read closely and
provide textual evidence to
support inferences.
The Main Idea workbook
contains 35 passages, each
followed by a set of questions
requiring students to identify

•

main ideas and supporting
details.
The Fact and Opinion
workbook contains 19
passages, each followed by a
set of questions that provides
practice in discerning between
facts and opinions.

NAPA COUNTY READS WITH Alan Gratz

"Alan Gratz is the author of
Refugee, the new book I am
reading. He was born in Knoxville,
Tennessee and he lives in Ashville,
North Carolina. I had the opportunity to get to know him last night
(2-11-2019) in the Lincoln Theater,
and he signed the book that I got
from the Napa Literacy Center for
free!
I did meet Kirstin, my tutor,
around 6:00 p.m. in the Lincoln
Theater entrance to go in together

and get in line to get our books
signed. It took 20 minutes until we
got our turn, but it was worth it.
Alan was very kind and took the
time to sign and take pictures.
After the book was signed, we got
in the theater where a group of
young singers made a beautiful
performance, and the sponsor
made his speech and introduced
Alan Gratz and the interviewer.
Alan talked about how he became
a writer and how Refugee came

to him, because at first he was
only planning to write about MS
St. Louis, a ship which transported
hundreds of refugees to Germany.
Another thing that I can’t leave
out is the presentation of an actual
refugee who survived from ten
different concentration camps in
Germany during World War Two,
when he was four years old. His
name is Henry Michalski."
- Beatriz S.
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Classes and Workshops

Citizenship Class

Triple P Class

Every Saturday starting on
March 30 from
1:30pm — 3:30pm
Napa Main Library

Every Saturday
10:00am — 12:00pm
Napa Main Library

Preparation for the naturalization
interview and test to become a U.S.
citizen.

For more information, call Karime
at 707-253-4283.

ESL Classes
English as a Second Language for
Beginning and Intermediate
Level Students
Students will improve listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills.

The Triple P - Positive Parenting
Program gives parents simple and
practical strategies to help build
strong, confident and healthy family
relationships.
For more information, call Robin
at 704-253-4610.

Monday Night Classes
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. at the Napa Main
Library in the Lifeworks Room.
Wednesday & Friday Morning
Classes 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at
the Napa Main Library in the
LifeWorks Room.

Lunch with Literacy
June 25 from 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Napa Main Library

Join literacy staff as we
learn writing tips from
author, editor, and tutor
Dona Bakker!

RSVP Nicole at
707-253-4610

GED Prep in
Spanish
Tuesday & Thursday Night
Classes 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at
the Napa Main Library in the
LifeWorks Room
The GED (General Educational
Development) is a series of tests
in science, math, social studies,
and language arts, which, when
completed, certify that an individual’s
educational abilities match that of a
high school graduate.

Tutor Training

May 14 & 16 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Napa Main Library

Tell a friend!
For more infomation,
contact Robin at
707-253-4283

SPRING CaLENDAR

April
1
6

6
10
24
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Holiday
(all branches closed)
Triple P® Parenting
classes begin at
10:00 a.m.
Citizenship classes begin
1:30 p.m.
Learner Orientation
6:30 p.m.
Learner Orientation
6:30 p.m.

Summer Library
Adventure
READ LEARN EXPLORE

May
6
14
16
23
27

Learner Orientation 6 p.m.
Tutor Training 10 a.m.
Tutor Training 10 a.m.
Learner Orientation 6 p.m.
Holiday
(all branches closed)

Sign-ups for our 2019 Summer
Library Adventure
start on Thursday, May 28.
Our schedule
of summer events for kids will also
be available online and at
your Library.

June
13
23
25

Our Library Adventure program is
family-friendly. Everyone is invited to
participate and earn points toward

Learner Orientation 6 p.m.
Learner Orientation 6 p.m.
Lunch with Literacy 12 p.m.

Contact Us!

707-253-4237

ROBIN RAFAEL

robin.rafael@countyofnapa.org

NICOLE THOMAS

nicole.thomas@countyofnapa.org

KARIME JACOBO

karime.jacobo@countyofnapa.org

www.napalibrary.org/Literacy
580 Coombs St.
Napa, CA 94559

