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American Girl    J Fic American 

Stories based on the American Girl dolls and set in various time periods.  

Grades 2-3+ 

Dear America    J Fic-Various Authors 

Girls’ journals set in various time periods. Grades 3-4+ 

My America    J Fic-Various Authors 

Boys’ and girls’ journals set in various time periods. Grades 3-4+ 

My Name is America   J Fic-Various Authors 

Boys’ journals set in various time periods. Grades 3-4+ 

Royal Diaries    J  Fic-Various Authors 

Journals of princesses and queens, set in various time periods and places. 

Grades 3-4+ 

I Survived    J Fic & JP Tarshis 

Children surviving historical disasters. Grades  2-5 
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Crispin: the Cross of Lead    J Fic Avi 

Avi (2002) 

Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-
century England flees his village and meets a larger-than–life juggler who 
holds a dangerous secret. (Book 1 in the Crispin Series)                                 
Newbery Award Winner: 2003                                                        
Pages: 262   Gr: 4-7   LL 780 

      

The War I Finally Won     J Fic Bradley 

Bradley. Kimberly Brubaker (2017) 

When Ada’s clubfoot is surgically fixed at last, she knows for certain that she’s 

not what her mother said she was—damaged, deranged, crippled mentally as 

well as physically.  Then Ruth moves in. Ruth, a Jewish girl, from Germany. 

A German?  Could Ruth be a spy? (sequel to The War that Saved My Life)

Pages: 385   Gr: 4-7   LL  520 

 

The War That Saved My Life    J Fic Bradley 

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker (2016) 

Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her 

mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. 

So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to   

escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to 

join him. 

Pages: 316   Gr:  4-7   LL 580 

 

Elsie Mae Has Something to Say           J Fic Cavanaugh 

Cavanaugh, Nancy J. (2017) 

She gets to explore the cool, quiet waters of the Okefenokee Swamp around 

her grandparents' house with her new dog, Huck, and she's written a letter to 

President Roosevelt that she's confident will save the swamp from a shipping 

company and make her a major hometown hero.                                             

Pages: 301   Gr: 3-7   LL— 

Beyond the Bright Sea   J Fic Wolk 

Wolk, Lauren (2017) 

Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny,   

isolated piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in 

Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat 

when she was just hours old, Crow’s only companions are 

Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie, 

their fierce and affectionate neighbor across the sandbar. 

Pages: 283   Gr. 4-7   LL 770 

 

Breaking Stalin’s Nose    J Fic Yelchin 

Yelchin, Eugene (2013) 

Sasha Zaichik has known the laws of the Soviet Young 

Pioneers since the age of six. But now that it is finally 

time to join the Young Pioneers, the day Sasha has  

awaited for so long, everything seems to go awry. He 

breaks a classmate's glasses with a snowball. He          

accidentally damages a bust of Stalin in the school      

hallway. And worst of all, his father, the best Communist 

he knows, was arrested just last night.                                                                  

Pages: 151   Gr. 4-7   LL 670 

 

The Luck of the Buttons   J Fic Ylvisaker 

Ylvisaker, Anne (2011) 

In Iowa circa 1929, spunky twelve-year-old Tugs vows to 

turn her family’s luck around, with the help of a Brownie 

camera and a small-town mystery that only she can solve.                                                                        

Pages: 224  Gr: 3-7       LL 730 

 

 



School of Charm     J Fic Scott 

Scott, Lisa Ann (2014) 

After her beloved father’s death in 1977, eleven-year-old  

tomboy Chip tries to fit with her family of beauty queens, 

making unlikely new friends at Miss Vernie’s unusual charm 

school in Mt. Airy, North Carolina.                                           

Pages: 293  Gr: 4-6   LL 600 

 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond    J Fic Speare 

Speare, Elizabeth George (1958) 

In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the 

Puritan household of her aunt, befriends an old woman     

considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds her-

self standing trial for witchcraft.                         

Newbery Award Winner: 1959                                                  

Pages: 249   Gr: 5-8   LL 850 

 

One Crazy Summer    J Fic Williams-Garcia 

Williams-Garcia, Rita (2011) 

In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn, New 

York, to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the 

mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her 

two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover 

that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful 

of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a 

nearby Black Panther summer camp.                                 

Coretta Scott King Book Award Winner: 2011                                                    

Pages:  218   Gr: 4-7   LL 750 

Bud, Not Buddy      J Fic Curtis 

Curtis, Christopher Paul (1999) 

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, 

during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home 

and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his   

father-the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand 

Rapids.  

Newbery Award Winner: 2000             

 Pages: 245   Gr:  4-7   LL 950 

 

Born to Fly      J Fic Ferrari 

Ferrari, Michael (2009) 

In 1942, an eleven-year-old girl who longs to be a pilot and 

her family try to manage their lives in Rhode Island when 

the father goes to fight in World War ll.      

Pages: 212      Gr: 3-7  LL 670 

 

Birth of a Warrior (Spartan Quest 2)   J Fic Ford 

Ford, Michael (2008) 

When Persians invade Sparta while thirteen-year-old      

Lysander is training to be a soldier, he finds his loyalties are 

divided between Spartan honor and the Helot slaves with 

whom he lived most of his life.          

Pages: 261  Gr: 5-9  LL 670 

 

 

 



Frank & Armstrong      J Fic Frank 

Frank, Steven (2017) 

"During the pilot year of a Los Angeles school system integration program, 

two sixth grade boys, one black, one white, become best friends as they learn 

to cope with everything from first crushes and playground politics to the loss 

of loved ones and racial prejudice in the 1970s"--.  

Page: 298   Gr: 4-5                     LL 650 

 

Factory Girl      J Fic Greenwood 

Greenwood, Barbara (2007) 

At the dingy, overcrowded Acme Garment Factory, Emily 

Watson stands for eleven hours a day clipping threads 

from blouses. Every time the boss passes, he shouts at her 

to snip faster. But if Emily snips too fast, she could ruin 

the garment and be docked pay. If she works too slowly, 

she will be fired. She desperately needs this job. Without 

the four dollars a week it brings, her family will starve.                                                                   

Pages: 136   Gr.: 4-8   LL 850 

 

Abner & Me      J Fic Gutman 

Gutman, Dan (2005) 

With his ability to travel through time using baseball cards and photographs, 

thirteen-year-old Joe and his mother go back to 1863 to ask Abner Double-

day whether he invented baseball, but instead find themselves in the middle 

of the Battle of Gettysburg,                                       

Pages: 166   Gr: 5-8   LL 680 

 

Out of the Dust      J Fic Hesse 

Hesse, Karen (1997) 

Billie Jo, a fourteen-year-old who lives in Oklahoma during the Great Depres-

sion, jumps a train to head west.             Newbery Award Winner: 1998      

Pages: 227   Gr: 5+             LL 1040 

 

Bread and Roses, Too                  J Fic Paterson 

Paterson, Katherine (2006) 

Jake and Rosa, two children, form an unlikely friendship as 

they try to survive and understand the 1912 Bread and Roses 

strike of mill workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts.           

Pages: 275  Gr: 5-8   LL 810 

 

The Bamboo Sword     J Fic Preus 

Preus, Margi (2016) 

In 1853 Japan, this lyric novel follows Yoshi, a Japanese boy who dreams of 

becoming a samurai. Unfortunately, as part of the serving 

class, Yoshi can never become a warrior. He is taken up by 

Manjiro, a protagonist and becomes his servant and secret 

watchdog. Meanwhile, Commodore Matthew Perry and his 

USS Susquehanna squadron of steamships arrive in Edo Bay. 

Aboard the commodore’s flagship is Jack, a cabin boy who   

becomes separated from his American companions. He and 

Yoshi set out on a grand adventure to return Jack to his ship 

before he is discovered by the shogun’s samurai.        

Pages:  315   Gr.5-8   LL  820 

 

Come Juneteenth     J Fic Rinaldi 

Rinaldi, Ann (2007) 

Fourteen-year-old Luli and her family face tragedy after failing to 

tell their slaves that President Lincoln’s Emancipation            

Proclamation made them free.                  

Pages: 246  Gr: 7+   LL —- 

 

 



Burn My Heart      J Fic Naidoo 

Naidoo, Beverley (2007) 

Two boys, one white, one black share an uneasy friendship in   

Kenya in the 1950’s, a country shaken by a rebellion of Africans 

against white landowners.                              .

   Pages: 209   Gr: 5-6+   LL 740 

 

Emily’s Fortune      J Fic Naylor 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds (2010) 

While traveling to her aunt’s home in Redbud by train and stagecoach, quiet 

young Emily and her turtle, Rufus, team up with Jackson, fellow orphan and 

troublemaker extraordinaire, to outsmart mean Uncle Victor, who is after 

Emily’s inheritance.                                          

Pages: 147   Gr: 3-6   LL 840 

 

Ship of Dolls                 J Fic Parenteau 

Parenteau, Shirley (2014) 

It’s 1926, and eleven –year-old Lexie  who lives with her grand-

parents in Oregon wants more than anything to see her mother, 

who is in San Francisco. Meanwhile Lexie’s school is raising   

money to buy a  friendship doll to send to Japan.                  

Pages: 258   Gr. 3-7   LL 670 

 

 Written in Stone     J Fic Parry 

Parry, Rosemary (2013) 

Pearl has always dreamed of hunting whales, just like her father. Of taking to 

the sea in their eight-man canoe, standing at the prow with a harpoon, and 

waiting for a whale. But now that can never be. Pearl's father was lost on the 

last hunt, and the whales hide from the great steam-powered ships carrying 

harpoon cannons.               

Pages: 196   Gr: 4-7   LL 810  

Full of Beans      J Fic Holm 

Holm, Jennifer (2016) 

Grown-ups lie. That’s one truth Beans knows for sure. He 

and his gang know how to spot a whopper a mile away, 

because they are the savviest bunch of barefoot conchs 

(that means “locals”) in all of Key West. Not that Beans  

really minds; it’s 1934, the middle of the Great Depression. 

With no jobs on the island, and no money anywhere, who 

can really blame the grown-ups for telling a few tales?   

Besides, Beans isn’t anyone’s fool. In fact, he has plans. Big 

plans. And the consequences might surprise even Beans himself.        

Pages: 195    Gr. 4-6   LL 490 

 

Turtle In Paradise     J Fic Holm 

Holm, Jennifer (2010) 

In 1935, when her mother gets a job house keeping for a woman 

who does not like children, eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay 

with relatives she has never met in far away Key West Florida. 

Pages: 191  Gr: 3-5   LL 610 

 

Kira-Kira      J Fic Kadohata 

Kadohata, Cynthia (2004) 

Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese 

American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 

1950’s and early 1960’s, and the despair when one sister 

becomes terminally ill.         

Newberry Award Winner (2005)         

Pages: 244  Gr: 4-6           LL 740 

 

 

 



 

Quake! Disaster in San Francisco, 1906   J Fic Karwoski 

Karwoski, Gail (2004) 

Tells the story of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake as 

seen through the eyes of Jacob, a thirteen-year-old Jewish 

boy who lives in a boarding house with his father and 

younger sister.          

Pages: 153  Gr: 4-6             LL 770 

 

Riding the Pony Express (Saddles, Stars & Stripes) J Fic Kent 

Kent, Deborah (2005) 

When her father dies, 15-year-old Lexie is left an orphan in the Wyoming ter-

ritory. Her brother, Callum, is on the run, and plans are in place to send Lexie 

to live with an aunt in New York City. Rather than be separated from her be-

loved horse Cougar, Lexie disguises herself as a boy and sets out along the 

dangerous Pony Express Trail to find her brother.                          

Pages: 149              Gr: 3-5             LL —— 

 

The Green Glass Sea     J Fic Klages 

Klages, Ellen (2006) 

It is 1943, and 11-year-old Dewey Kerrigan is traveling west 

on a train to live with her scientist father—but no one will 

tell her exactly where he is. When she reaches Los Alamos, 

New Mexico, she learns why.            

Pages: 321   Gr: 4-6              LL 790 

 

Audacity Jones to the Rescue   J Fic Larson 

Larson, Kirby (2016) 

Being a Wayward Girl isn't so awful -- even if Audie is condemned to the Pun-

ishment Room almost daily. But when the mysterious Commodore Crutchfield 

visits the school and whisks Audie off to Washington, DC, she knows she's in 

for the journey of a lifetime.              

Pages 209  Gr: 4-6              LL 790 

Hattie Big Sky      J Fic Larson 

Larson, Kirby (2008)       

For most of her life, sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks has been shuttled from 

one distant relative to another. Tired of being Hattie Here-and-There, she 

summons the courage to leave Iowa and move all by herself to Vida, Mon-

tana, to work on her late uncle’s homestead claim. Hattie braves hard weath-

er, a cantankerous cow, and her own hopeless hand at the cook stove.                                         

Pages: 289   Gr: 6-8   LL 700 

 

The Lions of Little Rock     J Fic Levine 

Levine, Kristin (2013) 

In 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy twelve-year-old 

Marlee sees her city and family divided over school integration, 

but her friendship with Liz, a new student, helps her find her 

voice and fight against racism.                      

Pages: 298   Gr: 5+   LL 630 

 

Katerina’s Wish      J Fic Mobley 

Mobley, Jeannie (2012) 

Thirteen-year-old Trina’s family left Bohemia for a Colorado 

Coal town to earn money to buy a farm, but by 1901 she 

doubts that either hard work or hoping will be enough, even 

after a strange fish seems to grant her sisters’ wishes.       

Pages: 246  Gr: 3-5   LL 780 

 

The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips               J Fic Morpurgo 

Morpurgo, Michael (2006) 

When Boowie reads the diary that his grandmother sends him, he learns of 

her childhood in World War II England when American and British soldiers 

practiced for D-Day’s invasion in the area of her home, and  about her         

beloved cat, Adolphus Tips, and the cat’s namesake.         

Pages: 140   Gr: 5-7   LL 780 


