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Description and Purpose
Solid waste management procedures and practices are designed
to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to stormwater
from solid or construction waste by providing designated waste
collection areas and containers, arranging for regular disposal,
and training employees and subcontractors.
Suitable Applications
This BMP is suitable for construction sites where the following
wastes are generated or stored:
◼

Solid waste generated from trees and shrubs removed
during land clearing, demolition of existing structures
(rubble), and building construction.

◼

Packaging materials including wood, paper, and plastic.

◼

Scrap or surplus building materials including scrap metals,
rubber, plastic, glass pieces, and masonry products.

◼

Domestic wastes including food containers such as beverage
cans, coffee cups, paper bags, plastic wrappers, and
cigarettes.

◼

Construction wastes including brick, mortar, timber, steel
and metal scraps, pipe and electrical cuttings, nonhazardous equipment parts, styrofoam and other materials
used to transport and package construction materials.
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Potential Alternatives
None
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Planting wastes, including vegetative material, plant containers, and packaging materials.

Limitations
Temporary stockpiling of certain construction wastes may not necessitate stringent drainage
related controls during the non-rainy season or in desert areas with low rainfall.
Implementation
The following steps will help keep a clean site and reduce stormwater pollution:
◼

Select designated waste collection areas onsite.

◼

Inform trash-hauling contractors that you will accept only watertight dumpsters for onsite
use. Inspect dumpsters for leaks and repair any dumpster that is not watertight.

◼

Locate containers in a covered area or in a secondary containment.

◼

Provide an adequate number of containers with lids or covers that can be placed over the
container to keep rain out or to prevent loss of wastes when it is windy.

◼

Cover waste containers at the end of each work day and when it is raining.

◼

Plan for additional containers and more frequent pickup during the demolition phase of
construction.

◼

Collect site trash daily, especially during rainy and windy conditions.

◼

Remove this solid waste promptly since erosion and sediment control devices tend to collect
litter.

◼

Make sure that toxic liquid wastes (used oils, solvents, and paints) and chemicals (acids,
pesticides, additives, curing compounds) are not disposed of in dumpsters designated for
construction debris.

◼

Do not hose out dumpsters on the construction site. Leave dumpster cleaning to the trash
hauling contractor.

◼

Arrange for regular waste collection before containers overflow.

◼

Clean up immediately if a container does spill.

◼

Make sure that construction waste is collected, removed, and disposed of only at authorized
disposal areas.

Education
◼ Have the contractor’s superintendent or representative oversee and enforce proper solid
waste management procedures and practices.
◼

Instruct employees and subcontractors on identification of solid waste and hazardous waste.

◼

Educate employees and subcontractors on solid waste storage and disposal procedures.
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◼

Hold regular meetings to discuss and reinforce disposal procedures (incorporate into regular
safety meetings).

◼

Require that employees and subcontractors follow solid waste handling and storage
procedures.

◼

Prohibit littering by employees, subcontractors, and visitors.

◼

Minimize production of solid waste materials wherever possible.

Collection, Storage, and Disposal
◼ Littering on the project site should be prohibited.
◼

To prevent clogging of the storm drainage system, litter and debris removal from drainage
grates, trash racks, and ditch lines should be a priority.

◼

Trash receptacles should be provided in the contractor’s yard, field trailer areas, and at
locations where workers congregate for lunch and break periods.

◼

Litter from work areas within the construction limits of the project site should be collected
and placed in watertight dumpsters at least weekly, regardless of whether the litter was
generated by the contractor, the public, or others. Collected litter and debris should not be
placed in or next to drain inlets, stormwater drainage systems, or watercourses.

◼

Dumpsters of sufficient size and number should be provided to contain the solid waste
generated by the project.

◼

Full dumpsters should be removed from the project site and the contents should be disposed
of by the trash hauling contractor.

◼

Construction debris and waste should be removed from the site biweekly or more frequently
as needed.

◼

Construction material visible to the public should be stored or stacked in an orderly manner.

◼

Stormwater runon should be prevented from contacting stored solid waste through the use
of berms, dikes, or other temporary diversion structures or through the use of measures to
elevate waste from site surfaces.

◼

Solid waste storage areas should be located at least 50 ft from drainage facilities and
watercourses and should not be located in areas prone to flooding or ponding.

◼

Except during fair weather, construction and highway planting waste not stored in
watertight dumpsters should be securely covered from wind and rain by covering the waste
with tarps or plastic.

◼

Segregate potentially hazardous waste from non-hazardous construction site waste.

◼

Make sure that toxic liquid wastes (used oils, solvents, and paints) and chemicals (acids,
pesticides, additives, curing compounds) are not disposed of in dumpsters designated for
construction debris.
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◼

For disposal of hazardous waste, see WM-6, Hazardous Waste Management. Have
hazardous waste hauled to an appropriate disposal and/or recycling facility.

◼

Salvage or recycle useful vegetation debris, packaging and surplus building materials when
practical. For example, trees and shrubs from land clearing can be used as a brush barrier,
or converted into wood chips, then used as mulch on graded areas. Wood pallets, cardboard
boxes, and construction scraps can also be recycled.

Costs
All of the above are low cost measures.
Inspection and Maintenance
◼ Inspect and verify that activity–based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities.
◼

Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharge daily while non-stormwater discharges
occur

◼

Inspect construction waste area regularly.

◼

Arrange for regular waste collection.
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