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For the first time in a l-o-n-g time, I attended an event and saw
everyone’s faces. All the attendees had been vaccinated and
masks were able to come off. Small changes like this feel
liberating! It reminded me of a baby bird’s first glance at life after
breaking through its shell, a glance at what one hopes is a return to
normalcy.
The Library Literacy Center is busy taking steps to return to our prepandemic days. The Library is opening up study rooms in the back of in
the Napa Main Library for tutoring. To accommodate remote learning,
we have added more programs online. Take a look on page 8 for
detailed information on Read Naturally Live, a strength-based reading
program for all ages, now in English and Spanish; NorthStar Digital
Learning, computer basics and Workforce Atlas for individuals looking
for career options. The Citizenship class will continue online on
Saturdays. The Literacy Center will start to host in-person events this
July, starting outside on the library patio. Fun in the Sun will have crafts
and games for all ages. Please read on to hear stories from learners in
the program.
I hope everyone has a little more human contact, a little more
travel, and a lot more fun this summer.
~Robin Rafael
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CLASSES & ONLINE LEARNING

CITIZENSHIP CLASS STARTS JULY 31, 2021
NORMA ORTIZ-INSTRUCTOR
SATURDAYS ON ZOOM from 2-4 p.m.
Study to become a US Citizen. The instructor will walk you through the whole process to prepare
you for the Naturalization interview. Class includes practice tests, mock interviews, one-on-one
help, useful tips, & official USCIS materials!

Estudia para convertirte en un ciudadano estadounidense. El instructor te guiará através
de todo el proceso para prepararte para la entrevista de naturalización. La clase incluye
pruebas de práctica, entrevistas simuladas, ayuda personalizada, consejos útiles y
materiales oficiales de USCIS.
Sign up today! ¡Regístrate hoy! CALL 707-253-4237 OR 707-253-4283

CAREER ONLINE HIGH SCHOOL
All

Put your time to good use and earn an accredited high school diploma online.
It’s free through the Library! Call 707-253-4610 to get started.

NORTHSTAR DIGITAL LITERACY
You can start from the basics and build your skills step-by-step. Online, self-guided
assessments measure mastery of basic skills in each of 14 areas. Earn certificates
and badges for each step you pass. Earn certificates to share with employers. Call
707-253-4237 to get started.

WORKFORCE ATLAS
Want help deciding what to do for a career?
Workforce Atlas is a free online career pathways platform. You start by answering
questions on tasks you like and don’t like to do. Followed by a reading and math
section to assess your skills. Once you complete the assessments you will be
directed to suggested occupations, online resources, and local providers that can
help you achieve your goals. Call 707-253-4283 to get started.

READ NATURALLY LIVE
Specific strategies to accelerate reading achievement.
Call 707-253-4610 to get started.

PHONE 707.253.4237
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TUTOR STORY: CORINNA & RUBEN

Corinna

Corinna was attending Rice University in Houston, Texas,
majoring in biology, when she met her husband at a
fraternity party. He took one look at Corinna and said, “You
and I are going to go out.” Corinna said his confidence was
always one of his great attributes. After her husband
(Chadwick F. Smith, MD) graduated from the University of
Texas School of Medicine, he went to Harbor General
Hospital for a one-year internship. Later, he took a threeyear residency in orthopedic surgery at USC, then did
further specialty training. After Corinna graduated from Rice
University, she went back to school to earn a teaching
credential.
They moved to Torrance, California, in 1958. Their first
night in California, they went to dinner at the beach. While
watching the sunset and enjoying the cool breeze, they
looked at each other and said, “We’re never going to leave.”
Corinna began teaching the 4th grade in Torrance, at Carr
Elementary School.
At that time, all doctors had to serve in the military, so her
husband served as a U.S. Army helicopter flight surgeon.
They were stationed in Japan at Camp Zama Army
Hospital. While there, Corinna taught kindergarten. After
they returned, she took a break from teaching to be home
with her three young children. When her fourth child turned
12, she began teaching at a tiny private school, The Center
for Learning Unlimited. There she was able to use her
training in teaching children with learning difficulties in
addition to teaching English as a Second Language (ESL).
She found the work to be very stimulating.
Corinna retired and moved to Napa two years ago to be
near her two daughters and two grandchildren. The first
thing she did when she got here was look for an opportunity
to volunteer. Corinna loves books, the Library, and teaching,
so volunteering at the Library is the perfect fit! Corinna says,
“Now, as a volunteer at the Napa Library Literacy Center, I
am able to put both these areas of training to good use.”
We are happy Corinna found her way to the Napa
County Library Literacy Center. When Corinna told me she
has lived in California most of her life, I was a little surprised.
She has a deep Texas accent that sounds like home. When
Ruben signed up for the literacy program we knew exactly
who to match him with.
PHONE 707.253.4237
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Ruben

Ruben’s mom read about the Napa County Library Literacy Center
and suggested Ruben check it out. Ruben was 19 years old when
he started with the program. He went through elementary, middle
school, and high school barely able to read. “School,” he said, “was
incredibly hard. . . The teachers tried but didn’t know what to do with
me.” In his sophomore year of high school, a teacher named Ms. Bell
helped Ruben by using flashcards. Ruben made some progress
identifying words but never fully learned how to read. When his mom
suggested the Library Literacy Center, Ruben had his doubts a tutor
could help.
Corinna turned out to be the perfect tutor for Ruben. She has the
right mixture of “No Nonsense,” encouragement, and kindness to
help a student succeed. There were challenges at first, trying to find
the right book and materials that would motivate Ruben. When
Corinna tried “Read Naturally” along with focusing on isolating
phonics sounds, Ruben started to make progress. Ruben said, “After
sounding our words and working on vocabulary, I started to read.”
During COVID, there was a breakthrough! Corinna asked Ruben
what he would like to do, and he said “read a book.” They just
finished an abridged version of Schindler’s List. Ruben really likes
world history. When I asked Ruben how it feels to read a book, he
said, “It feels good to read. After so long not being able to read, for a
l-o-n-g, l-o-n-g, l-o-n-g time, I wonder how I ever got through school. I
missed many things. Life would have been so much easier if I had
learned to read.” Ruben said Corinna is a wonderful person; she has
the “patience, commitment, and dedication” to help him, where
others could not. I asked Ruben what he would say to other adults
who are struggling to read. Ruben said, “Go for it, you have nothing
left to lose and it’s beneficial to stick it out.”
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LEARNER STORY

Moving to Napa Valley
BY LIGIA

Living in the Napa Valley has become a privilege that I
enjoy so much nowadays. It was not like that in the
past four years when I moved to live in this country. I
got married to a man who I admired because he is
gentle, enthusiastic, because he cares about me, and
because I love the way he treats me and other people.
He loves God and he is the most handsome man in the
whole world (This is a madly in love woman talking, of
course). LOL
I believe that getting married is an act of faith and
trust to the other person. As time goes on you will
discover if you both fit well and you will know if you
made a good decision. Finding love is not something
easy, but it is not impossible. I feel myself lucky
because I love my life with my husband and my baby at
this moment.
Four years ago, I left behind everything: my family, my friends, food, job, language, customs, and celebrations
that I used to enjoy so much in a very little town in Michoacán. Even though I could hear people talking about how
amazing this place was, to me Napa Valley compared to Mexico seemed so uncolored and sad. I realized I had to
do something to improve my experience living in the Napa Valley. I remember to myself that I am not one of those
women who go in life complaining about everything. I like to make my own decisions and I like, as well, to face the
consequences of my decisions. I like to be challenged and I feel blessed because I have lived a beautiful life before,
and my plan is to make it better every single day.
Today I am thinking about the importance of asking for help whenever we need it. I felt so ashamed whenever I
tried to speak in English that I decided to do something about it. I went to the Napa Valley Public Library and they
told me that they had a few programs to help people improve English skills. One of those programs was the Tutoring
Program. I enrolled immediately and after a few weeks they called and introduced me to my personal tutor. We met
twice a week for some months and, due to the pandemic, the last year everything has been online. I can say that it
has been worth it. I feel much more confident every time I am having a conversation in English.
My lifelong passion has been music. Singing during masses helped me to stay active in music and I really enjoy
praising God. In addition, I feel very lucky because, since I arrived in the Napa Valley, my husband has supported
me taking all kinds of classes: guitar, piano, vocal, marketing, winemaking, QuickBooks, Microsoft Office, and more.
Furthermore, since my little baby was born in November of 2019, I have felt happier than ever. I want to learn and
become a better person so he can be proud of his mother. My husband and my son are my priority, but I don’t want
to forget about the dreams and goals that I would like to achieve as a woman.
I understand the importance of living to the fullest every single day. I know that time is like a treasure and that it is
impossible to bring it back, so I pray to God for wisdom to enjoy every stage in my path and to have the courage to
work hard and make good things to happen.
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LEARNERS ON THE MOVE
Aurelia: Her writing is getting smoother; attends a conversation
class.
Catalina: She has been working on her GED; she passed
Science, Social Studies, and the Language Arts exams!
Elizabeth: Continues improving in reading, phonics, fluency,
and comprehension. She finished Active Reader 2.
Fion: Continues to improve language and grammar skills.
Guadalupe: She is working on sentence structure and
appropriate use of conjunctions. She is making steady progress
in conversation and writing.
Irene: She understands three parts of speech and is doing well
with the verbs “to be” and “to have” in present and past tense,
and she composed a short essay successfully. She is building
confidence. On occasion she self-corrects her speech, which is
a good sign. She remains energetic and positive.
Julia: She enrolled in Citizenship class and began the
citizenship application.
Karla: She is reading Becoming.
Krishna: She is now able to read.
Maria: She has increased confidence in reading aloud and is
reading more challenging material.
Maribel: She is reading Refugee.
Monica: She is working on learning strategies.
Omaira: She is reading from the local newspaper about local
events. She wrote a letter to the editor of the Calistoga Tribune.
Rafael: He is improving with verb tenses and writing fluency. He
is increasing academic vocabulary for future college classes.
Rocio: She set up a meeting regarding students she cared for.
She devised and implemented a plan for meeting her student’s
needs and it was accepted by parents and school staff.
Rosalinda: Her reading and writing continue to improve. Her
vocabulary has increased with the use of images used to
reinforce the meaning of concrete words and to illustrate
abstract words. She started another semester of English at the
Napa Valley Community College.
Sandra: She completed her math workbook and is preparing for
the GED.
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“Education is
the most
powerful
weapon which
you can use to
change the
world."
NELSON MANDELA
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FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAMS &
ONLINE CURRICULUM
ABC MOUSE
Free with your library card!
Go To: Napa County Library Database>Kids &
Teens>https://www.countyofnapa.org/919/Databases

A step-by-step learning path curriculum with 9,000 activities. Fun and
interactive lessons that engage children from 2-8 in reading, math, science,
social studies, art, health, and music with tickets and rewards. There are
books, games, songs, puzzles, videos, and more!

FAMILY ACTIVITY KITS
For participants in the Literacy Program (students & learners),
we have the following books available paired with a fun activity:
JULY
Cooking Kits
(with cooking supplies)

SEPTEMBER
Art Supplies to Create
Your Own Characters

Aliyah and Bianca enjoying last month's story
while decorating toy boats.

PHONE 707.253.4237

PHONE

707.253.4237

AUGUST
Tie-Dye Pillow Cases

Completed tie-dye pillow case!
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LITERACY MATERIALS

Read Naturally Live (30 seats available)

Read Naturally Live is a four in one program that combines measurable results for struggling readers of ALL ages!
This program follows Response to Intervention (RTI) guidelines and supports California's Multi-Tier System of
Support (MTSS), ensuring equitable access for students to achieve common core standards. Literacy students
and Family Literacy participants who have struggling readers at home can sign up for a seat too. Tutors can be
added as aides in the program to assist their learners. For more information or to register, call 707-253-4610.

The Four Components of Read Naturally Live:
Consists of 23 levels of short passages.
Helps students with decoding and comprehension and can be done
independently.
Helps students increase their phonics and decoding skills.
Uses word patterns connected through text while aiding with spelling.
Engages students with short passages, graphs, and jokes while
developing fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary skills.
Helps multilingual readers develop Spanish literacy skills that can be
used simultaneously with Read Live in English or before. All stories
have English translations.
Spanish translation available at beginning levels.

MAD LIBS
A fun way to teach about adverbs,
nouns, and adjectives: Mad Libs.
A fill-in-the-blank word game and
language lesson all in one. Tutors
and learners can create funny
stories together.
The image to the right is a sample
I found online:
For a copy, email me at
robin.rafael@countyofnapa.org.

PHONE 707.253.4237
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CITIZENSHIP

Eva's Story
BY EVA N.

MY NAME IS EVA. I am from Chavinda, Michoacán, Mexico. I first came
to the United States of America in 1992. Since then, I have loved this
country in every way. I live happily in Napa, California, with my family. I
have always believed in the democracy of this country. For this reason, I
took action on one of my most desired goals, applying for Naturalization.
I started to study using the Citizenship classes offered by the Napa
County Library with Maestra Norma. As things started to change for the
whole world with COVID-19, we transitioned to virtual Zoom classes for
everyone’s safety. I had to learn how to use this application. This was
something different for me and somewhat challenging. But despite the
chaos that we lived in, I was optimistic. Something good had to come
out of this whole situation if you look at it from the bright side. I was able
to join the class from the convenience of my home without having to
drive. I was able to meet and connect with other classmates from
different parts of this country. I learned about the U. S. government, and
the rights and responsibilities when you become a U. S. citizen.
Finally, as the day of my interview was approaching, I felt excited, but
at the same time super nervous. However, I stayed focused and kept on
studying for that big moment. Thank God, I passed it. That same day, I
took my Oath Ceremony. After that, I was officially a U. S. Citizen.
I am thankful for all the support the Napa County Library offered me
with these free classes, especially to Maestra Norma Ortiz for her
unconditional support, always empowering us to accomplish our goals.

laza de
Iglesia y P
ichoacán
Chavinda M
PHONE 707.253.4237
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I am extremely happy that I
reached this goal because
I like to live here. I am now
able to travel to Mexico
without any time
restrictions to visit my sick
mother. I love the
composition of the
government of this country
and its democracy. And I
hope to vote in the next
presidential elections.

EVA N.

"I am thankful for
all the support the
Napa County
Library offered me
with these free
classes, especially
to Maestra Norma
Ortiz for her
unconditional
support, always
empowering us to
accomplish our
goals."
EVA N.

PAGE 9

PAGE

4

NAPA COUNTY LIBRARY LITERACY CENTER NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2021

CITIZENSHIP

Karla's Story
BY KARLA U.

MY NAME IS KARLA. I was born in Teuchitlán,
Jalisco, Mexico. When I was very young, one of my
biggest dreams was to become a U. S. citizen. I first
arrived in Memphis, Tennessee, 7 years ago.
Inspired by what I always wanted to do, I submitted
my naturalization application to take action on such
an important step in my life. I feel that in Memphis
my naturalization process with USCIS was fast. They
mailed my biometrics notice and I was given a date
and time for my interview. As I prepare myself,
another student referred me to the Citizenship
classes offered by the Napa County Library.
Eager to accomplish my goal, I connected and
actively participated each Saturday via Zoom. The
classes were very meaningful and of great
assistance. I am thankful—I received clarification to
all of my questions, I was able to participate in
simulated mock interviews, I was able to understand
how the interview would be conducted in all areas,
and I was able to get more information on what to
expect on the day of my interview. I was fascinated
about learning on topics related to U. S. government,
particularly on the 3 branches of government, and
important U. S. historical events. I am very
appreciative of all of the support Maestra Norma
provided to make this possible. Thanks to all of the
practice I had and my study habits, I passed my
interview in March. I was so excited, but I wanted to
continue inspiring other classmates, so I shared my
testimony with the following class on April 3rd.
During that time, I emphasized how proud and happy
I felt because I had reached my goal.
Thank God, I passed my interview. It was so easy,
different from what I was told by other people. I feel
that my diligence, perseverance, and setting goals on
my study times, tremendously impacted this positive
outcome. I went with confidence the day of my
interview because I had studied a lot. I answered
everything correctly.
(continued)

PHONE 707.253.4237
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Karla's Story
(continued)

"Today, I feel enormous
freedom. I am grateful
that I took action on
such an important step
in my life. . . .
Sometimes we see it
like it’s impossible, but
we need to stay
focused on our goals
and keep trying. It is
simply easier than
what you might think,
not hard at all. "

As an active citizen of this country, I plan to
exercise all of my rights and responsibilities, with
care; to vote; get involved in the election process
as much as possible; and research our next
presidential candidates because I would like to
know more about who I will be voting for when
the time comes. The future of our country
depends on that. I find that it is very important as
a society to freely express ourselves in an
informed and peaceful manner.
Today, I feel enormous freedom. I am grateful
that I took action on such an important step in my
life. This helped the pressure disappear.
Sometimes we see it like it’s impossible, but we
need to stay focused on our goals and keep
trying. It is simply easier than what you might
think, not hard at all. My message to others is
that you should start your process as soon as
possible and not lose one more day. We can
overcome any challenges as long as we have a
positive attitude. Many benefits come when we
become U. S. citizens. I plan to petition for other
family members, like my mother who currently
lives in Mexico. In response to my strong will and
my fate of becoming a part of this beautiful
country as a U. S. citizen.
I welcome all the support of those around me
in this process. When all the pieces fall into
place, with persistence, our dreams become true.

KARLA U.

LITERACY
CHANGES
LIVES.

PHONE 707.253.4237

TUTORING FOR ADULTS
READ OR WRITE BETTER,
TUTORS AVAILABLE TO HELP.
CALL 707.253.4237
OR 707.253.4283
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SUMMER READING PROGRAM
SIGN UP JUNE 1-AUGUST 10 ONLINE AT WWW.NAPALIBRARY.ORG/SLA
OR IN PERSON AT YOUR LIBRARY.
Keep up the reading and comprehension momentum this summer! Sign up for the
summer Reading Program and earn prizes while you learn.
SUMMER EVENTS FOR KIDS:
Story Times in the Park:
June 22-July 29
Napa Main Craft Workshops: June 23-July 22
Virtual Story Times:
June 8-July 20
Crafts to Go:
Weekly; Check local branches for dates & themes
VIRTUAL PUPPET SHOWS:
July 5: "Shadow Puppets" (online and posted through July 19)
July 28: "The Three Little Pigs" (live and posted through August 11)
July 29: "The Three Billy Goats Gruff" (live and posted through August 12)
TEEN EVENTS:
July
Thursday, July 1: Teen/Adult Craft Kit: Macrame Potholder and Pot (available at
all locations)
Saturday, July 3: Teen Grab-and-Go Craft Kit: Relaxation Kit (coloring and
supplies to make stress balls, available at all locations)
Saturday, July 17-Sunday, July 25: Photo Scavenger Hunt (for all ages)
August
Thursday, August 5: Teen/Adult Craft Kit: Weaving Kit (available at all locations)
Saturday, August 7: Teen Grab-and-Go Craft Kit: Day Planter Painting Kit
(available at all locations)
Saturday, August 7: Craft Program: Napa Library, in person! 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Friendship Bracelets
*Saturday, August 14: "What You Need to Know About College" at 2 p.m. at the
Napa Main Library, in person! This is a great program for students (especially 8th
graders) and/or parents of these students.
*Register for this event online: collegemadeclear.eventbrite.com.

PHONE 707.253.4237
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