COORDINATOR'S CORNER
The Power of the Written Word
Every year, Napa County Reads, coordinated through Napa County Office
of Education, selects a book for middle schoolers and the community to
share stories and promote a love of reading. Napa County Library
participated in the event, offering free copies of the book Front Desk, and
the Literacy Center provided copies to tutor and learner pairs. Front Desk
is based on a true story. The author, Kelly Yang, was six years old when
she emigrated from China in the 1990s. The book is relatable to anyone
who has been an immigrant. For non-immigrants it gives a look into the
difficult sacrifices families make to live the “American dream.”
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In this book, Mia a 10-year-old girl, runs the front desk at the motel her
parents manage. Customers are hesitant to hand over their money to a
ten-year old, so Mia frequently has to run and get her mother who’s
upstairs cleaning rooms. After running to get her mother every time a
guest comes in, Mia decides to make a little sign that says, “Mia Tang,
Manager.” After that, every time a hotel guest was hesitant to hand over
their credit card, Mia would glance at the manager sign and eventually
guests stopped questioning Mia. Mia discovered the power of the written
word. A gift of a dictionary and thesaurus started her writing journey. She
started with thank you notes to motel guests, wrote in her journal when
taunted by other kids, and wrote down American phrases and customs to
share with other immigrants. She would write, “When you hear the words,
‘get out of here,’ don’t actually get out of there. It's just something people
say when they are surprised.” Mia wrote a recommendation letter for an
adult at the motel who unfairly lost his job. She wrote many drafts to
sound like an adult and not a kid. Mia wrote an “official” letter to an
employer who was illegally holding her uncle’s passport, signed it as his
attorney, and then the owner gave his uncle back his passport. She even
wrote a letter to end racial profiling in her neighborhood. We are lucky
Kelly Yang followed her dream to become a writer. Her message
resonates through her keen insight and humor and helps connect us.
-Robin Rafael
Literacy & Volunteer Services Supervisor
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LEARNER STORY
Felipa C.
I am taking many classes in Napa Valley College
because I want an accounting diploma. Sometimes I feel
frustrated in my daily life thinking I will never finish.
Then I look back and I say to myself if I have little time
left, I have to do it. In the past, I always said that I’m
an example for my children, but now I can think for
myself I can show myself that despite many difficulties
I just do it. Even if in some classes I don’t understand
it, I need that class. For example: one class very
difficult for me is ECO 100 PRINCIPLES OF
MACROECONOMICS.
Economics is the study of how societies use scarce
resources to produce valuable commodities and
distribute them among different people. Economics
includes the study of labor, land, and investments, of
money, income, and production, and of taxes and
government expenditures.

I think Economics helps us understand the world around us and how it really works. It also helps us to
understand people, governments, businesses and markets and why they make the economic choices they
do.
Here are five economic concepts that everybody should know:
• Supply and demand: Many of us have seen the infamous curves and talked about equilibrium inFour
ALL
micro- and macroeconomics classes, but how many of us apply that information to our daily lives?
• Scarcity is one of the key concepts of economics. It means that the demand for a good or service is
greater than the availability of the good or service.
• Opportunity cost is time spent studying and that money to spend on something else.
• Time value of money is the amount of money that you could earn between today and the time of a
future payment.
• Purchasing power is the value of a currency expressed in terms of the number of goods or services
that one unit of money can buy. Purchasing power is important because, all else being equal, inflation
decreases the number of goods or services you would be able to purchase.

20

In my book, of Macroeconomics is very different from reality and that’s very confusing. Also economics is
completely different after the pandemic.

PHONE

707.253.4237
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TUTOR & LEARNER
STORY
Fion & Rick
"We started in 2019 and then moved
to online courses from the year of
2020.
I love to meet Mr. Rick every week to
not only keep learning English but
also talk about things happening
around us. Thanks to Mr. Rick’s
patience and continuous support/
help, I have more confidence to
express myself in English.
Ever since we started online
meetups, my kids are so excited to
see my tutor Mr. Rick. My son
always managed to find chances to
sneak into the room whenever I
forget to lock the door. We’ll
definitely get them to meet Mr. Rick
in person soon.
Thank you!"
-Fion

"We started in the summer of 2019. I think it is very rewarding
to help others improve. I admire anyone who wants to improve
themself. Teaching the curriculum was a little worrisome at
first, but Fion makes it so easy to put those fears behind.
I enjoyed reading Front Desk with Fion. She brings a different
perspective, and I was able to increase my appreciation of the
story. I also learned what saying “eggplant” means when having
your picture taken."
-Rick
FALL

ADULT LITERACY VOLUNTEER TRAINING
MAY 3RD and MAY 5TH
2 SESSIONS
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch Provided
Help an adult learner improve their reading and
writing skills. The Library Literacy Center provides
the training and materials.
Photo Credit Becky Ruppel

PHONE

707.253.4237

Call 253-4283 to register.
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LAUNDROMAT LITERACY
We continue to stock the mini shelves at laundromats throughout Napa.
Families are now prompted to not only read a book while waiting, but to take
one home and add it to their collection.
Chris of Mi Familia Lavanderia states:
“Having the books in the laundromats have been an absolute plus. I am grateful
for the program and it is really good to see the kids engaged in reading while
they wait. I would like to thank the Library.”
We are working to include barbershops in the near future. Our hope is to
capture boys, especially those in the Latino community here in Napa County,
where, in terms of early reading, only 18 percent of fourth grade Latino boys are
reading proficiently, while 42 percent of white boys are proficient. The stats are
more disproportionate for those who come from low-income families.
Placing culturally relevant and inclusive books in barbershops will help boys in
the Napa community to identify as readers, in turn creating young men who read
for pleasure, cultivating better and more engaged readers!
Statistics and information can be found at: http://gradelevelreading.net/ &
barbershopbooks.org

PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237
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“Having the books
in the laundromats
have been an
absolute plus. I am
grateful for the
program and it is
really good to see
the kids engaged in
reading while they
wait. I would like to
thank the Library.”
CHRIS
MI FAMILIA LAVENDERIA
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LEARNERS ON THE MOVE
Anayeli improved reading and is now working on writing paragraphs.
Ann met her goals of writing and reading.
Ashley started a new job in her new career as a Psych Technician.
Aurelia has joined an English conversation group for more practice.
Edit continues progress in the dictionary workbook.
Elizabeth is integrating many lessons into work life as she uses her better
grasp of English to communicate with staff and tourists at work. She is
much more confident.
Erica’s writing continues to be full of imagination, details, and examples
of compare and contrast.
Felipa is turning in Power Point assignments to college class and
presenting orally in front of the class.
Fion read and discussed Front Desk.

"Education is
the most
powerful
weapon which
you can use to
change the
world."
NELSON MANDELA

Irene continues to progress in the Picture Dictionary workbook and has a
new job as a cake decorator.
Maria is reading complex materials and is working independently in her
textbook Challenger 4.
Guadalupe learned to conjugate several irregular verbs.
Maribel finished writing her fiction story and finished reading Refugee.
Mayra read Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and wrote summaries of
every chapter in the book.
Rafael is reading Front Desk and working on comprehension activities.
Rosa has emerging mastery of vocabulary, grammar, fluency, and
pronunciation. She is a very dedicated English language learner.

Learners on the Move is generated from monthly tutor reports.
Thank you for turning in the monthly reports. Your responses help us inform
the State of California Library Literacy Services of the literacy
accomplishments in Napa County.
Reports can be turned in through the customized Google doc, on paper,
called in, or emailed to literacy staff.
The Google doc can also be found on the Literacy page of the library’s
website: https://www.countyofnapa.org/700/Literacy.

PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237
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WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE
A US CITIZEN?
Arisleydi: “I would like to learn about the laws and
benefits of living in this country, apply for a family-based
petition, travel without restrictions outside the US, and be
a great support to my family.”
Claudia: “I love this country and have two minor children
who inspire me to become a US Citizen. At some point in
my life, I would like to learn enough English to get the
desired job of my dreams. And because it is needed in
our everyday interactions within our community. I am
excited to start these classes.”
Dulce Maria: “I want to become a US Citizen because I
want to travel freely to Mexico without having to worry
about time. I also want to improve my English skills.”
Jocelyn: “I first enrolled in the ESL classes offered at
the Napa Country Library a couple of year ago. I started
enrolling in different classes. I love to learn, and this
country offers so many educational opportunities and
scholarships. I wanted to become a US Citizen because
this country has provided me with so many opportunities.
Ligia: “I want to become a US Citizen so I can vote, and
I would like to take advantage of all the benefits that
come with US Citizenship. In the near future, I can apply
for a family-based petition so my parents could come to
this country. I would love to have them with me.”
Lucia: “I want to learn English and apply for Citizenship
when I meet the five-year requirement.

Angelica, US Citizen January 28, 2022
PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237

Margarina: “I visualize myself living in this beautiful
country because I don’t have any intentions in returning
to my home country. I also would like to help/support my
husband so he can become a US Citizen when time
permits.”
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WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE A US CITIZEN?
Maria: “I have an eight-year-old who is my number one motivation and desire of becoming a US
Citizen. This country has given me a lot. I would like to vote in the next presidential election and
support this country in every way possible.”
Mariela: "I want to become a US Citizen because I don’t want to be a second-class citizen. I need to
have the right to vote and elect our representatives. I learned that many immigrant people need a
second language to live in this country. This is a priority if we want to emerge from the darkness."
Rosibel: “I want to become a US Citizen because I have been living here for 14 years and feel it is
time for me to move forward in this important step of my life.”
Vanessa: “My number one priority/objective is to apply for US Citizenship, learn about the laws of
this country, and take advantage of the benefits of becoming a US Citizen.”
Veronica: “I want to become a US Citizen because my two children are citizens of this country and
vote in the next presidential election.”
Yesenia: “For a long time, I have run away from the idea of learning English. But I know I have to
face this challenge. The decision is ours, fight for what we believe, and not give up. As lawful
permanent residents, we run the risk of deportation. I would like to vote in this country one day.”

53

STUDENTS WHO
ATTENDED
TENDED THE NAPA
AT
COUNTY LIBRARY
LITERACY CENTER
CITIZENSHIP CLASS ARE
NOW UNITED STATES
CITIZENS!

Jocelyn,
Feb 16, 2022

PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237

Citizenship Classes Now on Zoom!
Call 707-253-4237 to enroll in the class

Ubania
Beatriz
Feb 4, 2022
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Free Classes
at the Library
CITIZENSHIP

PARENTING

NORMA ORTIZ, INSTRUCTOR

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS from 6-7:30 p.m. OR
SATURDAY MORNINGS from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
AT THE NAPA MAIN LIBRARY

SATURDAY MORNINGS on ZOOM
from 9-11 a.m.
TO REGISTER, CALL 707-253-4237
OR 707-253-4283
Study to become a US citizen. The instructor will walk
you through the process to prepare you for the
Naturalization Interview. Class includes practice tests,
mock interviews, one-on-one help, useful tips, and
official USCIS materials!
Estudia para convertirte en un ciudadano
estadounidense. La instructora te guiará a través de
todo el proceso para prepararte para la entrevista de
naturalización. La clase incluye pruebas de práctica,
entrevistas simuladas, ayuda personalizada, consejos
útiles y materiales oficiales de USCIS.

JOIN CLASSES IN PERSON OR
VIRTUALLY THROUGH THE LIBRARY
The Library Literacy Center recently purchased a Meeting
Owl, a 360-degree camera and microphone for classes,
meetings, and trainings.
This opens up accessibility to more students and volunteers,
combining virtual an in-person learning. Look for new flyers
and cards with access codes to join one of our many upcoming
workshops and classes.

PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237

TRIPLE P PARENTING PROGRAM

ENROLL NOW!
TO REGISTER, CALL 707-253-4237
Gain confidence and skills as a parent. Learn about
typical child behaviors at certain ages and stages of
development. Learn appropriate discipline that works and
maintain a healthy child and parent relationship. The
class will help you recognize your strengths and connect
with other parents for support and encouragement.
Adquiera confianza y habilidades como padre. Aprenda sobre
los comportamientos típicos de los niños en ciertas
edades y etapas de desarrollo. Aprenda la disciplina
adecuada que funcione y mantenga una relación sana entre
padres e hijos. La clase le ayudará a reconocer sus
fortalezas y conectarse con otros padres para recibir apoyo y
aliento.
“This class is very good because it offers different resources
and positive techniques to better educate our children. This
class has helped me increase my skills and reduce stress
from family situations.”
“Esta clase es muy buena, porque ofrece diferentes recursos
y técnicas positivas para como educar a nuestros hijos mejor.
Esta clase me ayudo a incrementar habilidades y reducir el
estrés.”
PAGE
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MORE ESL CLASSES! BASIC MATH IN
We are providing more English as Second Language
SPANISH
services, thanks to a grant from the California State Library.
In February, we started an on-site ESL class with nine
mothers at the Napa Valley Language Academy Elementary
school. This class is taught by our Library Literacy
Volunteer, Susan Epstein. Susan is passionate about
helping others learn English. This grant funding additionally
allows us to offer an English Language Immersion Basic
Math class and provide one-on-one tutors to ESL Learners.
If you are interested in a math class or one-on-one tutoring,
please call us at 707-253-4237.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY NIGHTS
from 6-7:30 p.m.
AT THE NAPA MAIN LIBRARY

ESL CLASS

Ex alumno: Asistir a esta clase me dio un futuro
mejor. Me dio la oportunidad de conocer gente
nueva que me dio apoyo y me ayudó a
integrarme en la comunidad.

BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE
FRIDAY MORNINGS THROUGH JUNE
from 10 a.m-12:30 p.m.
AT THE NAPA MAIN LIBRARY
ENROLL NOW!
TO REGISTER, CALL 707-253-4237
VIERNES POR LA MAÑANA DE 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
EN LA BIBLIOTECA PRINCIPAL DE NAPA

ENROLL NOW!
TO REGISTER, CALL 707-253-4237
Former Student: "Attending this class gave me a
better future. It gave me the opportunity to meet
new people who gave me support and helped me
integrate into the community.

Beginning and intermediate math. Prepare for the
GED and go at your own pace. This class is
helpful for beginning math students.
Matemáticas para principiantes e intermedios.
Prepárese para el GED y vaya a su propio ritmo.
Esta clase es útil para los estudiantes
principiantes de matemáticas.

PARA REGISTRARSE LLAME AL 707-253-4237.

PHONE

707.253.4237
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CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS
Craft Kits for the Spring!
(For families enrolled IN the Literacy Program)

DIORAMA KIT

PLANTING KIT

STEM

STEM KIT
MOSAIC TILES KIT

Christian and his brother, Juan, building robots with STEM Kits
available at Library branches while they last.

Please let us know how your children enjoy their craft kits!
Send us a photo to share in our newsletter. Email to robin.rafael@countyofnapa.org.
PHONE

707.253.4237
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CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS

FALL
SPRING

2019
2019

ALL
MATERIALS
PROVIDED

ALL MATERIALS PROVIDED

SPRING BREAK!
DECORATE EASTER EGGS!
ON THE LIBRARY PATIO,
NAPA MAIN
APRIL 12TH 11:30a.m.-2:30 p.m.

PLANT A FLOWER GARDEN!
ON THE LIBRARY PATIO,
NAPA MAIN
MAY 10TH 2:30-4:30 p.m.

PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237
PHONE 707.253.4237
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NORTHSTAR TRAINING

Library New Hours

Date: April 27, Napa Main Library
Attend in person 3:00-4:00 p.m.

Napa Main
M-Th 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Fr-Sat 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Sun
1:00-5:00 p.m.

Learn how to use the Northstar Digital Program. Test your digital
literacy skills and learn computer skills.
Call 707-253-4237 to register.
Silvana and Jose M.

IN-SERVICE

Date: June 7th, Napa Main Library
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Tutor ready reading, writing, and decolonizing unconscious bias
and more Digital Literacy Resources for all. This is a free online
resource designed specifically for literacy tutors. Tips and
techniques are presented in four reading components: alphabetic,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Tutors scroll to an area
they would like information on and see tips and lessons to go
with a particular topic.

American Canyon
Mon-Tues Thur–Sat 10:00 a.m.
-6:00 p.m.
Wed 12:00-8:00 p.m.
Sun CLOSED
Calistoga
Mon-Tues Thur-Sat 10:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Wed 12:00-8:00 p.m.
Sun CLOSED
Yountville
Mon-Sat 9:00 a.m -5:00 p.m.

Features include text, images, audio, and video to illustrate
tutoring techniques. Content is presented “in a quick index of
questions commonly asked by tutors such as, “How can I help my
learner perceive the different sounds that make up a word?”
There is a collection of over 60 video and audio clips of
experienced tutors working with adult learners to demonstrate
the technique.
Call 707-253-4283 to register.
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SPRING 2022
LITERACY CALENDAR
April

May

3-9: NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK 2022
National Library Week, “is a
time to celebrate our nation's
libraries, library workers'
contributions and promote
library use and support” (ALA).
The theme of this year’s week
is Connect with Your Library.

3 and 5: ADULT LITERACY
TUTOR TRAINING
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

June
7: IN-SERVICE
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

10: PLANT A FLOWER
GARDEN 2:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
28: MEMORIAL DAY
ALL BRANCHES CLOSED

12: DECORATE EASTER
EGGS 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
27: NORTHSTAR TRAINING
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

PHONE

707.253.4237
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