
Contact Information 
 
 

804 First Street 
Napa, CA 94559-2623 
Tel: 707‐259-8600 
 

Patrick Lowe 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Program Manager 
Dept. of Public Works 
Patrick.Lowe@countyofnapa.org 

or 
Phil Miller 
Flood Control & Water Resources 
Deputy Director 
Dept. of Public Works 
Phillip.Miller@countyofnapa.org 

   Our Groundwater Resources  
    in Napa County 

http://www.countyofnapa.org/bos/grac/ 
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Groundwater and surface water      
resources are important natural      
resources in Napa County. Diverse 
community interests actively support 
and invest in water resources to pro-
vide reliable water supplies and     
sustain economic and agricultural   
productivity.  

Groundwater Subareas: 
To help better our understanding of 
groundwater conditions within Napa 
County, 17 groundwater Subareas 
have been delineated (see map). 
Groundwater Levels: 
In general, groundwater levels within 
the Napa Valley Floor sub-area have 

shown stable long term trends and a 
shallow depth to groundwater level, 
(10 to 30 feet). 
The northern Milliken-Sarco-Tulucay 
MST sub-area shows declining levels 
in the 1960s to 1970s, then stabilized. 
The central MST sub-area exhibits 
general long term declines, with in-
creasing decline since 1990. The 
southern MST sub-area is historically 
stable with shallow groundwater 
depth. 
Groundwater Quality: 
Less is known about groundwater 
quality. Overall quality is good except 
in very select areas in the most north-
ern and southern of the County. 
 

   What we know…  

• Where are data gaps in current level 
and quality monitoring? 

• How can we identify aquifer specific 
monitoring? 

• What are the amounts of recharge, 
discharge to creeks/rivers, and stor-
age? 

• What is the overall supply availability 
and reliability within the County? 

• What are the key relationships to sur-
face water in our creeks, rivers and 
lakes? 

• How does groundwater move through 
our aquifer system?  

   What we don’t know…  
• Estimates of recharge, discharge, 

and storage. 
• Areas of groundwater and surface 

water interaction. 
• Procedures for data collection to 

ensure quality data. 
• Where to best locate additional 

groundwater level and groundwater 
quality monitoring wells.  

• The status of annual groundwater 
conditions through regular review 
of collected data. 

• Where potential groundwater re-
charge areas are located. 

   What we need to know…  
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Napa County Groundwater Resources  
Advisory Committee 
The GRAC is a 15-member committee, appointed 
by the Board of Supervisors to work collaboratively 
with technical consultants, property owners and 
other stakeholders to collectively address ground-
water challenges and priorities throughout Napa 
County. Their work includes the identification of 
groundwater recharge areas, establishment and dis-
semination of well standards, and the development 
of groundwater objectives that could be achieved 
through incentives and voluntary means. The GRAC 
is charged to complete this work by the end of 2014. 
The GRAC holds public meetings and all are wel-
come to attend.  

 
Meetings are held bi-monthly on the fourth Thursday 
of each month at 2:00pm in the Napa County  
Agriculture Commissioner's Office/UC 
Cooperative Extension, 1710 Soscol 
Avenue., Suite 3, Napa. 
 

Visit the GRAC website for additional in-
formation, meeting agendas, links to  
reports and studies, and information on 
how to get involved: 
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Napa County’s Voluntary Groundwater Monitoring Program 

Groundwater is a vital source of water supply in Napa County. Many residents, busi-
nesses and  agriculturalist in rely on groundwater as their main water supply. Both 
groundwater and surface water of good quality and quantity are necessary to meet 
urban, rural, and agricultural water demands.  
 

Residents of Napa County face many water-related challenges including: 
 

• Increased competition for current and future available supplies, 
 

• Preserving the quality and availability of local and imported water supplies, 
 

• Sustaining groundwater recharge capacity and supplies, 
 

• Meeting challenges arising during drought conditions, 
 

• Avoiding environmental effects due to water use; and 
 

• Changes in long-term availability due to climate change. 

Groundwater Sub-Areas 

Why is groundwater important in Napa County?  

 

The Voluntary Groundwater Level 
Monitoring Program allows well owners 
to have the depth to groundwater level 
measured in their wells twice per year 
to improve understanding of ground-
water in the County. A network of pri-
vately owned volunteer wells aug-
ments County and publicly monitored 
wells that are tracking overall ground-
water elevations. Monitoring ground-
water elevation helps assess the over-
all status of Napa County aquifers.  
 

 
The benefits of participating in the voluntary groundwater level monitoring     
program include:  
 

• Receiving accurate groundwater level readings twice per year                    
(late spring and late fall);  

 

• Seeing seasonal and long-term groundwater level trends for your well;  
 

• Receiving water quality data for your well (if conducted);  
 

• Helping improve our understanding of groundwater resources; and  
 

• There is no cost to the well owner for participation the program. 

Volunteer Monitoring Program—Overview Answers to Questions 
What is groundwater?  
Groundwater is water below ground surface contained in 
formations know as aquifers, and yields significant quanti-
ties of water to wells and springs. 
Will someone curtail my use if I participate? 
No. The Voluntary Groundwater Level Monitoring Program 
is a non-regulatory, volunteer program that only measures 
the depth to groundwater. Groundwater use is not being 
measured or monitored as part of this program.  
How long is the voluntary groundwater level monitor-
ing program going to last? 
The monitoring program will last as long as funding for the 
program is available. As priority sub-basins are identified, 
the program may change to focus on specific areas. 
Where is additional groundwater level data needed? 
Priority water level monitoring areas are currently being de-
termined. See the Groundwater Monitoring Plan on the 
GRAC website: www.countyofnapa.org/bos/grac. 
Who is eligible to participate? 
If your well is within a priority sub-basin and well construc-
tion information is available for your well, you may be eligi-
ble to participate in the program. 
How will the collected information be used? 
The information will be used to:  monitor and track general-
ize groundwater levels; understand relationships between 
surface water and groundwater; maintain a centralized data 
management system; and improve the accuracy and reli-
ability of relevant water resource models. 
Where can I find additional information? 
For more information about the Volunteer Groundwater 
Monitoring Program, please visit the GRAC website: 
www.countyofnapa.org/bos/grac. 

Volunteer Monitoring Program—Benefits  

DRAFT - July 26, 2012 DRAFT - July 26, 2012 


